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Upcoming Calendar 
 

January 17 - Chapter Meeting 
January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous 
February 9, - Submissions Due 

February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class 
February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days 

February 19 & 20 - Great Southern FlyFishing Show 
February 21, 2011 - Climate Change Workshop 

February 21, 2011 - Chapter Meeting 
 

Page 14 for details

Voice of the President

The old year has ended and 
a new one begun; a good 

time for reflection.  At our 
successful December meeting, 
banquet and auction, I made a 
brief presentation on ORCTU’s 
accomplishments in 2009-2010.  
This activity was great because 
we celebrated accomplishments 
and were challenged to set even 
higher goals. The discussion 

painted a graphic picture of ORCTU, and Trout Unlimited, 
in general.
 ORCTU had a lot to celebrate.  Members engaged 
in more than 300 hours working streamside to improve 
habitat.  A chapter donation of $1000 to the Back the Brookie 
Project provided salaries for interns building structures for 
native brook trout on Stover and Chatahoochee creeks.  
Conservation activities were carried out in partnership 
with other GA TU chapters, GA DNR, UGA Fisheries, Sierra 
Club, and others.  Climate Change (CC) received much 
attention in ORCTU during the year.  The committee, under 
Rich Rusk’s leadership, held committee and community 
meetings, presented at another chapter meeting and a 
regional conference, and published an article on ORCTU’s 
CC work in TU’s Trout Magazine.
 ORCTU members were active in the Education arena, 
too.  The chapter contributed $5,000 toward a $25,000 UGA 
endowment for research in cold water fisheries. Trout in the 
Classroom was continued in Laine McGarity’s Hart County 
Middle School Classroom, $450 tuition was provided for a 
youth at Trout Camp, and fly fishing and fly tying classes 
were held at Sandy Creek Park and UGA.
 Most of us are in TU because we fish and one of 
TU’s goals is service to members.  ORCTU held timely and 
informative programs at monthly meetings and sponsored 
regular fishing trips to numerous streams in North Georgia 
and Western North Carolina.   Efforts to increase public 
awareness of TU’s presence and ability to assist fishers were 
made in the local newspaper and through presentations on 
Bass Pro/TU Day.
 ORCTU’s activities cost money and much member 

time and energy went into fundraising and proper 
stewardship of that money.  Monthly raffles produced 
approximately $1000, which went to the UGA endowment 
fund.  The spring Banquet produced the bulk of operating 
funds, with income of $6-$7,000. 
 The engagement of ORCTU in conservation, 
education, service to members, and fund raising produced 
an eventful and successful year in 2009-2010.  With long 
lists of goals generated by members in strategic planning, 
2010-2011 should be an equally exciting and productive 
time.

Randy Elmore

Randy Elmore, ORCTU President, discusses 2010 Chapter 
Accomplishments.
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Voice of the President Doug Brown

    he wheels of  this new year 
have begun to turn. I hope they 
don’t spin too fast, but indeed 
events are moving. My primary 
focus, and the focus of the 
Banquet Committee, is the April 
6 Spring Banquet. We need 
donations of all types. Donations 
do not need to be fishing related. 

Remember the spring banquet is 
our primary fundraiser for the year. Also, Rich Rusk 
and the Climate Change Committee, by press time, 
will have had a teleconference with National TU to 
discuss a national TU response to the overwhelming 
evidence of climate change and the impact climate 
change is having on our nation.  Hurricane Sandy’s 
damage to parts of New Jersey and New York is just 

one example of an increased frequency of intense 
extreme weather events.  
     On February 5 & 7 myself, Reid Brown and Ron 
Nagao will teach a beginners fly tying course for 
UGA’s Georgia Outdoor Recreation Program (GORP).   
ORCTU will loan the tools and hand out a beginners 
guide book; GORP will provide the materials and the 
students will get to keep the flies they make.
     Dr. Jay Shelton, UGA Warnell School of Forestry & 
Natural Resources, will speak to the Chapter on 
Monday, February 18 at Locos at 7:00pm. More 
subject details will be put on our website as the date 
nears, but Jay will likely talk from his research on trout 
and watersheds in north Georgia.   Arrive at Locos by 
6:30 and share a meal and stories and at 7:00pm we’ll 
welcome Jay and the information that he will share 
with ORCTU.

February
18: ORCTU Meeting

March
4: Fly Paper Articles Due

7: East Region Envirothon Competition
16: Foothills TU Banquet

18: ORCTU Meeting

Master Calendar on Page 6
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One year after TU National’s climate change fellow, Scott Laeser, spoke to our 
chapter about projected climate change impacts on North American trout 

and salmon, ORCTU is hosting another climate change speaker and program.  
    Set for 7 p.m., Monday, February 21, Atlanta’s Rex Hauck, an experienced 
presenter trained by The Climate Project, will present an overview of climate 
change – its causes and effects – and how it connects with other issues.  “How 
we get around politics to find common ground is especially important,” said 
Rex, who has presented to diverse audiences throughout the South. A fly fisher 
himself, Rex will discuss projected impacts on North American cold water 
fisheries and fish populations worldwide, the top five challenges to mitigate 
these effects and offer suggestions on what we can do locally. 

    “Our volunteers work hard on advocacy and stream improvements,” wrote ORCTU president Randy Elmore in 
Trout magazine’s winter/2011 issue.  “But we must move with greater urgency on this massive threat (climate change) 
to North American cold water fisheries.”
    With Randy’s words in mind, moving beyond chapter 
meetings, ORCTU’s climate change committee has scheduled 
three community events for Winter/Spring 2011.  At 10 am., 
Tuesday, February 22, Rex will conduct a three hour training 
program for prospective climate change presenters. The 
program will use media from The Climate Project and these 
materials will be available at program’s end. Class size is 
limited to ten persons (if interested, call Rich at 706-202-
7802).   
   That same evening, February 22, the committee will 
host a program called, “Building an Effective Climate Change 
Coalition for Athens.” Set for a University of Georgia site  (to 
be announced), local panelists, drawing upon their organizing 
experiences as environmental/conservation activists in the 
Athens area, will recommend ways to build an effective climate change coalition locally.  They will suggest ways to move 
forward in the absence of strong federal action. ORCTU will end the program by calling for volunteers to establish a 
coalition for collaborative action.  
    Later this Spring, ORCTU’s climate change committee will co-host yet another public program in Athens called, 
“Climate Change for Sportsmen.” Moving beyond fly fishers, using TU National’s collaborative study – Beyond Seasons End 
– with other outdoor sportsmen’s groups as a model, ORCTU organizers will invite other fishing and hunting organizations 
such as Bass Masters and Ducks Unlimited in a collaborative, public program on climate change. 
    “We may widen the focus to include birders, bikers, hikers and backpackers, river people and  nature enthusiasts 
of all types,” said Rich. “Climate change is projected to impact all users.” For further information, call Rich or email 
richrusk@charter.net.

Chapter Activities Continued

Climate Change Committee
Rich Rusk

February Program and Community Events Planned...

Climate Change Committee Chair Rick Rusk.
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

February 2013 Page 2

Chapter News
Education Committee Report Ken Calkin

T      he major activity of the ORCTU education committee is our Trout in the Classroom project (TIC). 
The trout eggs have hatched and the little fry are growing bigger and stronger each day. We received 
the eyed eggs from a hatchery in Washington state in November and within a week the eggs were 
beginning to hatch. ORCTU has two 65 gallon tank set-ups with filters and chillers that can keep the 
water clean and chilled at 55 degrees. The programs are in operation at Burney Harris Lyons Middle 
School in Clarke County under Melissa Paul and Youth Middle School in Walton County with Tommy 
Hope. The teachers have been doing an outstanding job of tying the trout into their science 
curriculum. If the trout do survive until May, they will be released into trout waters approved by the GA 
DNR. You can learn more about the program at http://www.troutintheclassroom.org/

Melissa Paul and Ken Calkin examining the
newly arrived eggs.

Tommy Hope and two students 
checking the tank.

Rainbow trout eggs showing the 
fishes eye spots.

About 200 trout fry swimming and feeding on 
their own. The coil is the chiller.
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- January -
Monday January 17 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.
Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee

Friday January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous Annual Banquet of
the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Dillard House on Hwy. 441 in Dillard, Georgia @ 5:00 p.m.
www.rabuntu.org for more details

- February - 
Sunday February 9 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee Presentation

Sat/Sun February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class
Sandy Creek Park from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

See article on page 2 for details

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days
Lawrenceville Bass Pro Shop from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

5900 Sugarloaf Parkway Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - Great Southern Fly Fishing Show
North Atlanta Trade Show Center - Sat: 10-6 | Sun: 10-5

www.northatlantatradecenter.com/fishing.html for details

Monday February 21 - Chapter Leaders Workshop
Rex Hauck, Climate Change Workshop

Monday February 21 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Rex Hauck, Climate Change Presentation

Calendar of Events

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their YouTube account:
www.youtube.com/troutunlimitednatl

Visit the North Georgia Trout 
Online message board at:

www.ngto.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their Twitter account:
www.twitter.com/troutunlimited

Follow the National Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.tu.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
on their Facebook account: 
www.facebook.com/TroutUnlimited

Follow the Georgia State Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.georgiatu.org

Search for the Oconee River 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
on Facebook and follow us.

Follow the Oconee River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.orctu.org

Fly Paper is the monthly newsletter of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information provided throughout the newsletter is both accurate and up to date. Corrections and 
updates are gladly welcomed, and encouraged to be sent to Editor Cody Ensanian at ensaniantu@gmail.com or  
Chapter President Randy Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com. We hope that you will enjoy and share this newsletter.
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Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

Chapter News Continued...
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          ave you ever cast heavy flies and 
experience problems getting the fly to turn over, 
have the fly bounce back and occasionally even 
tie knots in your leader?
     This month we will address the problem of 
casting heavy flies. (First we have to assume 
that the casts are made without tailing loops and 
problems are caused only from the shock waves 
that are created by the excessive weight of the 
fly.) When a heavy fly is turned over at the end of 
the cast, the abrupt stop causes the fly to recoil, 
creating shock waves in the line and sometimes 
tying a knot in your leader. Heavy flies that have 
little drag (friction from air moving past the fly) 
and small cross-sectional areas* are most likely 
to be a part of this problem. These heavy flies do 
not like to abruptly change directions 180 

degrees at the end of each forward and back 
cast.
      The best solution for this is to adjust your 
cast to make a larger loop by moving the rod tip 
through a more circular path or employ a Belgian 
cast (side arm back cast followed by an overhead 
forward cast). The Belgian cast will eliminate 
the bounce or shock wave because the fly stays 
in motion and the rod is not stopped at the end 
of the back cast.  However each time this cast 
throws a half twist in the line, so this line twist 
must eventually be removed from the line.
      Next month we will talk about the difficulty of 
turning over heavy flies and the effect of drag. 

* flies tied with marabou lose most of their 
cross-sectional area when wet.

Mack MartinCasting Heavy Flies
H

ORCTU Spring Banquet Doug Brown

          RCTU Spring Banquet and Fundraiser will 
be held at UGA’s Flinchum’s Phoenix in Whitehall 
on Saturday, April 6 beginning at 5:30 and will 
end at 9:00pm. Locos 
will cater the meal 
and tickets in advance 
are $15 for students, 
$25 per adult, $40 
per couple and $160 
for a table of 8 which 
includes 40 free raffle 
tickets. Contact Doug 
Brown or Ken Calkin 
for reservations. 
Tickets at the door will 
be $15 for students, 
$30 per adult and $50 
per couple. Children 
age 6 and under are 
admitted at no cost. There will be donated items 
for bucket raffles, silent auction and live auction. 
     A maximum of 250 tickets at $10 each will be 
sold for our North Carolina Dream trip for four 
anglers to Rock Creek for 4 days and 3 nights.        

The winner and their guests will stay in an 
updated farmhouse. Rock creek is a trophy 
stream. There are several other fine streams 

within a thirty minute 
drive of the farmhouse.  
     A maximum of 200 
tickets at $5 each will 
be sold to win a 9’5wt, 4 
piece Sage ZXL fly rod 
that is valued at $695.
    ORCTU is seeking 
donated items and 
services for the auction.  
Your donation need not 
be fishing related…..
Please remember that 
100% of the money, after 
expenses, will go to 
ORCTU and the 

programs that we help sponsor to promoted cold 
water fisheries in north Georgia.
    Any question or comments can be directed to 
Doug Brown:   dwbrown49@gmail.com or 
call 705 546 9489.

O
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River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.
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Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

Chapter News Continued...

Rick RuskLetter to TU National
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         ear Chris Wood, Zach Cochrum, Rob Keith and TU staffers:
    Greetings from Athens, Georgia! Two members of the Oconee River Chapter Trout Unlimited – 
Sam Elliot and Rich Rusk – are driving to D. C. to take part in the upcoming Forward on Climate 
Rally. This event, projected by Bill McKibben to be the largest climate rally ever held, is co-hosted by 
350.Org, the Sierra Club and Hip Hop Caucus. An estimated 30,000 people will gather at noon, S
unday, February 17 on the National Mall. We will then march to the White House. Our goal? 
Encourage President Obama to lead the fight against climate change and begin by rejecting the 
permit for the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline. 
    With TU’s office closed on Monday, February 18, we will lay over until Tuesday to hopefully meet 
with you, Zach and/or other TU staffers with a strong interest in climate change. With projected 
drought and rising temperatures for the Southeast and continued reliance on fossil fuels, we are 
concerned that Georgia’s Eastern Brook Trout – and ultimately, many species of North American trout 
and salmon - are headed for extinction.  
    We ORCTU fly fishers have been powerfully influenced by Hurricane Sandy, 2012’s record setting 
heat, drought, wildfires, flooding and extreme climate events. We see the growing impacts on trout 
and their watersheds in our North Georgia Mountains. We regard the publication of Bill McKibben’s 
article, “Global Warming’s Terrifying New Math,” as a seminal event. We saw McKibben personally 
“Do the Math” in Atlanta on November 20. Four professors from the Georgia Initiative on Climate and 
Society (UGA’s faculty climate coalition) also reviewed McKibben’s math for us in a November 16 
public forum (“Do the Math: but first, a look behind the numbers”) and concurred that these alarming 
climate change impacts threaten the ecology of the planet.  
    Last September, three ORCTU members attended TU’s annual conference in Asheville, NC. We 
were so impressed with y’all’s passion and professionalism, with TU’s conservation work and 
adaptation strategies. Yet adaption – however useful in buying time for some fish in certain areas – is 
not feasible over the long haul, if the ecology of the entire planet is headed for collapse. We ask that 
TU supplement its adaptation efforts by focusing more heavily on carbon emissions, the causes of 
climate change and the perils of continued reliance on fossil fuels. 
    Our ORCTU climate change committee will connect as best we can with other TU chapters and 
state councils. Zach has assured us that TU staffers especially respond to grass roots initiatives from 
fly fishers. Yet our work in Georgia will be greatly assisted if your national office will urge TU chapters 
and state councils to take on climate change and provide resources for this effort. Your office - Chris, 
Zach, Scott Laeser, Rob Keith and others - has really helped us here in Athens. We respectfully ask 
that you make this same effort with the entire TU organization and ask all us fly fishers to help North 
American trout and salmon survive this terrible threat

Sincerely,
Rich Rusk
chairman, ORCTU climate change committee
Doug Brown
current ORCTU president
Josh Barnett, Ken Calkin and Randy Elmore
past ORCTU presidents
Miguel Cabrera, Martha Dehart, Sam Elliott, Duncan Elkins, Dorcus Franklin and Pete Walton
committee members    

D
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Fish Report

       he day was mild and rain threatened. A light drizzle drifted over the river 
and fog hid the tips of the pines and dying hemlocks. The river was up a bit 
and lightly stained due to recent rains, but was in good shape. Once I again I 
thought that this dark and brooding day would make excellent fishing…and it 
was a great day for Ken Calkin. Ron Nagao and I struggled to bring fish to the 
net.
    I was surprised, due to the warm air temperatures, that there were no bugs 
in the air. There was no top water activity and I had no random hits to my 
strike indicator. I learn some of my fish behavior from minnows. I can’t say for 
certain if minnow behavior can translate into trout behavior but I still watch the 
minnows. Hunnicutt Creek flows behind our house and I have built a miniture 
ecosystem that includes  ripples, a “deep” pool and a couple of waterfalls. 
And a school of minnows thrive in the area attracting great blue herons. In the 
summer the minnow aggressively hit bread on top water. In the winter they 
don’t. But lately, with the warm temperatures, the minnows have been moving 
and positioning themselves in the main flow of the creek and feeding along 
the bottom of the water column. I tossed in bread and even though they were 
actively feeding they did not look up and feed off the top….but when the bread 
began to sink at about midway to the bottom they nailed the bread.  It would 
seem that the fish, even active fish, have to expect food to arrive on the sur-
face before they begin to “look up” and hit top water.
    I caught my rainbows using a Carolina Peach and a yellow soft hackle. Ken 
kept hollering at me to “use more lead.” Well, he did land an eighteen inch 
brown fishing deep.

T

Share Your Voice

Do you have news? 
Perhaps an article or conversation topic you want to share with other readers? 

Fly Paper is always seeking stories from readers to be featured in upcoming editions. 
Please send your submissions or ideas to: 

orctunewsletter@gmail.com

To Continue to Make this Newsletter A Success,
Here Are A Few Submission Guidelines:

1. Keep Submissions to a word length of 500 words or less
2. Get the article in by the deadline
    (Deadline for March’s Newsletter is March 4th)
3. Write the article from a 1st person’s point of view
4. Single space between sentences

Doug BrownChattooga River, DH - January 11, 2013
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- January -
Monday January 17 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.
Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee

Friday January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous Annual Banquet of
the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Dillard House on Hwy. 441 in Dillard, Georgia @ 5:00 p.m.
www.rabuntu.org for more details

- February - 
Sunday February 9 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee Presentation

Sat/Sun February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class
Sandy Creek Park from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

See article on page 2 for details

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days
Lawrenceville Bass Pro Shop from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

5900 Sugarloaf Parkway Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - Great Southern Fly Fishing Show
North Atlanta Trade Show Center - Sat: 10-6 | Sun: 10-5

www.northatlantatradecenter.com/fishing.html for details

Monday February 21 - Chapter Leaders Workshop
Rex Hauck, Climate Change Workshop

Monday February 21 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Rex Hauck, Climate Change Presentation

Calendar of Events

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their YouTube account:
www.youtube.com/troutunlimitednatl

Visit the North Georgia Trout 
Online message board at:

www.ngto.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their Twitter account:
www.twitter.com/troutunlimited

Follow the National Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.tu.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
on their Facebook account: 
www.facebook.com/TroutUnlimited

Follow the Georgia State Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.georgiatu.org

Search for the Oconee River 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
on Facebook and follow us.

Follow the Oconee River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.orctu.org

Fly Paper is the monthly newsletter of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information provided throughout the newsletter is both accurate and up to date. Corrections and 
updates are gladly welcomed, and encouraged to be sent to Editor Cody Ensanian at ensaniantu@gmail.com or  
Chapter President Randy Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com. We hope that you will enjoy and share this newsletter.
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}
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Master Calendar
February to April 2013

Letters To the Editor
Articles contained within the Fly Paper do not reflect the views of ORCTU or other 
contributors. The editors use discretion when selecting relevant content, but are 
willing to accept articles that reflect both sides of any particular issue. If you would 
like to provide feedback to any article you read, or have a comment for the editors 
that you would like published, please email the editors at orctunewsletter@gmail.com

February
18: ORCTU Meeting

March
4: Fly Paper Articles Due

7: East Region Envirothon Competition
16: Foothills TU Banquet

18: ORCTU Meeting

April
6: ORCTU Spring Banquet

13: Sweep-The-Hooch at Settles Bridge
19: State Envirothon Competition

ORCTU Online

Check Out Our
Website,

and Like Our
Facebook Page!



Depth Charge HESH 

Like to fish Soft Hackles but need to get them down 
to the fish in the winter? Try this Depth Charge HESH 

(Hares Ear Soft Hackle).

Tail: Guard Hairs from a Hares mask
Ribbing: Gold Wire
Body: Hares Ear Dubbing
Weight: Several wraps of lead free wire
Hackle: Hungarian Partridge
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the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
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Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 
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hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
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13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)
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Peter WaltonFly of the Month

2. Tie in your tail and gold wire.

3. Dub the body, work on a nice 
cigar shape.

4. Tie in your hackle. 5. Whip finish, and head cement.

1. Put on 10-12 wraps of wire, then secure 
with tying thread and lay down a good base.

A definite fish catcher.


