
     aturday, April 13 is the 
Georgia Council & the National 
Park Service’s annual Sweep the 
‘Hooch project. ORCTU will be 
working along with Kannoka TU 
Chapter and the NPS at Settles 
Bridge. We will be removing 
trash from the river bank. The 
NPS will be working along the 

trail. The trash will be divided 
between recyclable material and stuff for the landfill.  
Volunteers are needed to help. Contact me at: 
dwbrown@gmail.com or Peter Walton at: 
peter_walton@bellsouth.net for more information.
     I plan to meet with the BOD and Officers to find 
ways that we can deliver services to our members in 
a more effective manner. Jess Jensen Ryan offers 
monthly casting clinics, but there have been requests 
made to Chapter officers to help new anglers or 
anglers new to Georgia to find places to fish, to offer 
advice on stream tactics, fly choice, tackle and etc. 
While we offer many of these services to the commu-
nity, we deliver this same information in a piecemeal 
manner to our own members. If you have any ideas 
along this line let me know.
     National TU has a college age program called 5 
Rivers where a local TU Chapter links with a local 
college who may have students interested in fly fishing 
or cold water conservations but who may be 
reluctant or unable to attend TU Chapter meetings.  
I have made contacts with UGA and National TU to 
see if there is interest at UGA to partner with ORCTU.  
UGA and National TU are both eager to offer the 5 
Rivers program, of course UGA students would have 
to step up and show an interest to make this 
partnership work. I will have to wait until May to begin 
this venture. We need older and younger members to 
help. A UGA professor or staff would be an ideal link 

to this program. If anyone would like to help with this 
please let me know soon.
     Monday, April 15 Jake Darling from Unicoi 
Outfitters will come to ORCTU meeting and talk about 
streamer fishing. Jake is a guide who works out of 
Unicoi Outfitters (Helen) and he works at the shop.  
The meeting is at Locos at 7:00pm, arrive early for a 
meal and swap stories. We will be able to report to the 
members the outcome of the April fundraiser.
   Monday, May 20th there will be no meeting at 
Locos. Instead we will go to John and Lane McGarity’s 
farm near Royston, GA for hot dogs and our annual 
casting competition. Henry Colvin will defend his 2012 
championship casting but whoever wins the event will 
get to keep the coveted Ken Calkin carved trophy for 
one year. There will be more information on 
ORCTU.org
    Stream and river trout fishing is beginning to 
improve. The Delayed Harvest streams are fishing 
well.
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Upcoming Calendar 
 

January 17 - Chapter Meeting 
January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous 
February 9, - Submissions Due 

February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class 
February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days 

February 19 & 20 - Great Southern FlyFishing Show 
February 21, 2011 - Climate Change Workshop 

February 21, 2011 - Chapter Meeting 
 

Page 14 for details

Voice of the President

The old year has ended and 
a new one begun; a good 

time for reflection.  At our 
successful December meeting, 
banquet and auction, I made a 
brief presentation on ORCTU’s 
accomplishments in 2009-2010.  
This activity was great because 
we celebrated accomplishments 
and were challenged to set even 
higher goals. The discussion 

painted a graphic picture of ORCTU, and Trout Unlimited, 
in general.
 ORCTU had a lot to celebrate.  Members engaged 
in more than 300 hours working streamside to improve 
habitat.  A chapter donation of $1000 to the Back the Brookie 
Project provided salaries for interns building structures for 
native brook trout on Stover and Chatahoochee creeks.  
Conservation activities were carried out in partnership 
with other GA TU chapters, GA DNR, UGA Fisheries, Sierra 
Club, and others.  Climate Change (CC) received much 
attention in ORCTU during the year.  The committee, under 
Rich Rusk’s leadership, held committee and community 
meetings, presented at another chapter meeting and a 
regional conference, and published an article on ORCTU’s 
CC work in TU’s Trout Magazine.
 ORCTU members were active in the Education arena, 
too.  The chapter contributed $5,000 toward a $25,000 UGA 
endowment for research in cold water fisheries. Trout in the 
Classroom was continued in Laine McGarity’s Hart County 
Middle School Classroom, $450 tuition was provided for a 
youth at Trout Camp, and fly fishing and fly tying classes 
were held at Sandy Creek Park and UGA.
 Most of us are in TU because we fish and one of 
TU’s goals is service to members.  ORCTU held timely and 
informative programs at monthly meetings and sponsored 
regular fishing trips to numerous streams in North Georgia 
and Western North Carolina.   Efforts to increase public 
awareness of TU’s presence and ability to assist fishers were 
made in the local newspaper and through presentations on 
Bass Pro/TU Day.
 ORCTU’s activities cost money and much member 

time and energy went into fundraising and proper 
stewardship of that money.  Monthly raffles produced 
approximately $1000, which went to the UGA endowment 
fund.  The spring Banquet produced the bulk of operating 
funds, with income of $6-$7,000. 
 The engagement of ORCTU in conservation, 
education, service to members, and fund raising produced 
an eventful and successful year in 2009-2010.  With long 
lists of goals generated by members in strategic planning, 
2010-2011 should be an equally exciting and productive 
time.

Randy Elmore

Randy Elmore, ORCTU President, discusses 2010 Chapter 
Accomplishments.
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April
13: Sweep-The-Hooch at Settles Bridge

15: ORCTU Meeting
19: State Envirothon Competition

May
6: Fly Paper Articles Due

20: Annual Casting Competition

S



Page 2January 2011

OCONEE RIVER CHAPTER of TROUT UNLIMITED

Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Chapter News
Hike Across America Update Josh Seehorn

I      have officially begun my run/hike across 
America. I left from Limantour Beach in Point 
Reyes, California on 3/21 and have traveled 
nearly 200 miles over the Golden Gate Bridge, 
through San Francisco, on a Ferry to Oakland, 
up past the University of California Berkeley, and 
through the woods to Sacramento California. I will 
be headed for Lake Tahoe and into Nevada within 
the next couple weeks.

I am following the American Discovery Trail, on 
foot, over 4,800 miles from California to Dela-
ware. If you would like to see more, please follow 
my journey online at www.outdoorjosh.com

Share Your Voice

Do you have news? 
Perhaps an article or conversation topic you want to share with other readers? 

Fly Paper is always seeking stories from readers to be featured in upcoming editions. 
Please send your submissions or ideas to: 

orctunewsletter@gmail.com

To Continue to Make this Newsletter A Success,
Here Are A Few Submission Guidelines:

1. Keep Submissions to a word length of 500 words or less
2. Get the article in by the deadline
    (Deadline for May’s Newsletter is May 6th)
3. Write the article from a 1st person’s point of view
4. Single space between sentences
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Chapter News Continued...

Mack MartinCasting Heavy Flies: Part 2
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         ast month we covered casting heavy flies that are typical of those that cause shock waves in a 
fly line and many times result in tying knots in your leader. The characteristics of those flies are heavy 
with small cross-sectional area and have limited drag (friction from air moving past the fly).

Now for flies that are both heavy and have large cross-sectional areas, these flies do have exces-
sive drag and many times are difficult to turn over. The drag characteristic for a fly is proportional to 
the square of its velocity and directly proportional to its cross-sectional area. Such flies pick up added 
weight when they become wet and remain large after getting wet. With these characteristics the fly re-
quires more energy delivered quickly at the end of the cast to result in good delivery and turn over. A 
typical trout fly line with a long front taper will not provide sufficient energy quickly to turn over heavy, 
high drag flies. However, fly lines designed to turn over heavy flies have short front tapers and do 
release the kinetic energy, primarily stored in the belly of the fly line, very quickly.

The interesting thing about short taper fly lines is that every manufacturer has a different idea on how 
the short taper fly lines should be designed and you as the customer are the best judge of that. Below 
is a table that describes how five of the most popular bass/pike short front taper lines are designed.

L

Manufacturer	   Front	  taper	  (type&length)	   Belly	  1	  length	   Belly	  2	  length	  
Rio	  Pike	  line	   Linear	  /	  3.5’	   9.5’	   21’	  
Rio	  Couuser	   Compound	  convex	  /	  3.5’	   9.5’	   21’	  
Sci.Anglers-3M	  
Pike	  

Linear	  /5’	   26’	   None	  

Cortland	  Pike	   Rocket/3’	   7’	   31’	  
Wulff	  TT	  Bass	   Compound	  convex	  40’	   none	   none	  

	  
Examination of this data shows a vast difference for lines designed to turn over heavy flies. If you 
are satisfied with the performance of your fly line that is used to turn over heavy flies or to perform in 
windy conditions, don’t change. However, if you are having difficulty with the performance of your fly 
line, then consider buying one of the lines described above. 

Other options that may help turning over the heavy flies include shorting your leader, shorting just the 
tippet of the leader or switching from a supple butt to a stiff butt leader. If everything fails then you 
might need a casting lesson.
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Chapter News Continued...

Rick Rusk2013 TU Southeast Regional Meeting

W            hen fishers from south of the Mason Dixon line 
and east of the Mississippi headed for TU’s 
Southeast Regional Meeting last March 23, ORCTU’s 
Ken Calkin, Sam Elliot and Rich Rusk took notice. 
   “TU regional meetings are occasions to be 
inspired…” went the billing “…by the work of TU staff, 
lessons from leaders and conversations with 
newfound friends.” 
   “Who should attend?” the promo continued. 
“Anyone committed to building effective TU chapters 
and councils.” We paid our $50 registration fees, 
skipped Friday’s fishing for browns, brookies, and 
rainbows in nearby streams, went three ways on a 
$130, Glade Springs Resort  suite Friday night, ate a 
TU breakfast the next morning…and found some truth 
in advertising. 
   If you belong to TU but have never taken in a 
regional or national convention, put one of these  
gatherings on your bucket list, along with the 
Beaverhead, Madison and other legendary trout 
waters. 
   With Saturday chock full of seminars and 
workgroups, this “poor man’s, bargain-priced national 
conference” was indeed a day for inspiration. Well 
organized, with good speakers and spot-on work 
sessions, we three came home loaded with tips for 
making a good Oconee River Chapter even better. 
   “Chapter leaders must find their replacements 
before stepping down.” 
   “Have fun at your meetings and events.”
   “Have an official greeter. Value and welcome new 
members.”  
   “Every chapter needs a good strategic plan to stay 
on mission, recruit new volunteers and become more 
effective.”
   “Start small on projects. Focus on something you 
can do.” 
   “Your board is doing too much if you don’t have 
committees.” 
   Among the highlights at this all day session: 
“Attracting more young people and women to fly 
fishing;” “Offsetting federal spending cuts on trout;” 
“Successful Stream Restoration: Taking a Project 
from Idea to Action’.” “Project Healing Waters” (for 
veterans.) Other talks on “Meeting TU Goals and 
Objectives” and “Developing Your Electronic Footprint 
& Using 21st Century Tools Effectively” dealt with 

organizational challenges. Beverly Smith and Hillary 
Coley ran a good seminar on “How to 
Mentor, Encourage and Train New Volunteers.” TU 
senior scientist Jack Williams addressed our climate 
change concerns effectively with, “How to Build 
Resilience and Resistance to Climate Change Stress 
into Your Trout Stream.” Steve Moyer, V.P on 
goverment affairs, followed with “Giving TU a Voice: 
Effective Advocacy for Trout Unlimited.”  A half hour 
“Wrap Up Session” addressed, “What have we 
learned?” “How do we build on this foundation?” and 
“What are our plans for the regional meeting in 2014?”  
   As often happens, some of the best comments 
came last. Larry Harris, chairman of TU’s policy-mak-
ing, National Leadership Council, was 
encouraged by members’growing interest in climate 
change, perhaps fanned by Year 2012’s extreme 
weather events and TU scientific reports. After the 
meeting, he offered to call for a new climate change 
work group, joining existing groups on fracking and 
energy, at the NLC’s April meeting. Ken suggested 
that TU chapters send their vice chairpersons to 
future regional training meetings and give each $200 
for expenses. Rich asked everyone present to think 
about Randy Elmore, a beloved ORCTU fisher now 
struggling with health issues in Athens. 
   Randy’s tenure as chair helped put ORCTU on a 
sound footing. 
   “For several years now, thanks to Randy and others, 
our chapter has really hit a sweet spot,” said Rich. If 
this Glade Springs weekend and Asheville’s annual 
TU conference offer any clues, it appears that the 
entire TU organization has hit that same sweet spot. 
   “TU is an organization that puts boots on the ground 
and money on the table,” bragged one fisher.
   At 6 pm, fishers and staffers headed for a barbecue-
on-the-grounds, featuring blue grass fiddling and 
singing. Council chair Mack Martin was traveling, 
but we mingled with GA TU State Council members 
Charlie Breithaupt, Larry Vigil, Kevin McGrath and 
others. We also met  TU veteran Squeak Smith, who 
quickly replied, “NLC work group” in response to our 
concerns. 
   We left early, put my Nissan Sentra hood in the wind 
and came streaking back to Athens, carbon trail and 
all.  
   We talked about TU all the way home.
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Chapter News Continued...
Envirothon

      he 2013 East Region of the Georgia 
Envirothon was a success! Thank you to Ron 
Nagao, Sam Elliott and Ken Calkin for helping 
out on Thursday 3/7 at Flinchum’s Phoenix. We 
collectively contributed 24 volunteer hours to 
ORCTU’s educational missions by distributing 
and grading the Aquatics test. We even had a live 
trout and bass!
     On behalf of Envirothon, and as a member of 
ORCTU, I want to thank our chapter for providing 
volunteers and funding for trophies for this year’s 
competition. I look forward to future involvement 
with our chapter and Envirothon as we approach 
the North American Envirothon that will be held 
in Athens, GA in July of 2014. We will need as 
much help as we can get for the future!

      If you would like to know more about 
Envirothon, please contact me at:

2014envirothon@gmail.com

T
Josh Seehorn

Fishing Trips
TOCCOA RIVER, DH Doug Brown

       occoa River above the steel bridge at Shal-
lowford Road is delayed harvest water and the 
river is big water by Georgia standards.  The river 
was made wider and more treacherous by heavy 
rain that fell over the weekend.  I didn’t wade over 
five feet beyond the bank and I cast a heavy yel-
low stone fly nymph.  I hooked and lost one rain-
bow in two hours of fishing.  But I was amazed at 
a Hendrickson hatch that came in waves over the 
river around 6:30 pm.  
    On Tuesday I fished the same stretch of the 
Toccoa as the evening before.  The water had 
dropped and cleared a bit but still passed with 
force.  I didn’t venture much further out than yes-
terday.  I hadn’t packed a wading stick, a cam-
era nor net.  I cast the same yellow stone down 
stream.  I aimed for a seam between fast water 
and water slowed down by dragging along the 
bank.  A big fish hit the fly with authority, hooked 
and jumped out of the water and headed the few 

feet to fast water.  I knew if he got into the cur-
rent my chances of landing were dimmed.  I was 
using a 4 weight rod and it was underpowered for 
the water conditions and the size of this fish.  My 
stiff 6 weight was right next to my net, camera 
and wading stick some hundred miles south of 
the Toccoa.  Nonetheless, I was able to lead him 
out of the fast water into the slower water.  He 
made a few more runs to the current but the 4 
weight, arced into the third section, controled the 
rainbow and held up under the force of the water.  
I finally lead the rainbow to the waters’ edge.   I 
simply admired this big, thick, deep rainbow.  He 
was heavily peppered and trimmed by a ruby col-
ored lateral line along his flanks.   I marked him 
on my fly rod and a later measurement confirmed 
what I had suspected:  a sixteen inch trout.  I 
landed two other peppered and brightly colored 
twelve inch rainbows using the same downstream 
tactic. 

T
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- January -
Monday January 17 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.
Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee

Friday January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous Annual Banquet of
the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Dillard House on Hwy. 441 in Dillard, Georgia @ 5:00 p.m.
www.rabuntu.org for more details

- February - 
Sunday February 9 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee Presentation

Sat/Sun February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class
Sandy Creek Park from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

See article on page 2 for details

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days
Lawrenceville Bass Pro Shop from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

5900 Sugarloaf Parkway Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - Great Southern Fly Fishing Show
North Atlanta Trade Show Center - Sat: 10-6 | Sun: 10-5

www.northatlantatradecenter.com/fishing.html for details

Monday February 21 - Chapter Leaders Workshop
Rex Hauck, Climate Change Workshop

Monday February 21 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Rex Hauck, Climate Change Presentation

Calendar of Events

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their YouTube account:
www.youtube.com/troutunlimitednatl

Visit the North Georgia Trout 
Online message board at:

www.ngto.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their Twitter account:
www.twitter.com/troutunlimited

Follow the National Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.tu.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
on their Facebook account: 
www.facebook.com/TroutUnlimited

Follow the Georgia State Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.georgiatu.org

Search for the Oconee River 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
on Facebook and follow us.

Follow the Oconee River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.orctu.org

Fly Paper is the monthly newsletter of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information provided throughout the newsletter is both accurate and up to date. Corrections and 
updates are gladly welcomed, and encouraged to be sent to Editor Cody Ensanian at ensaniantu@gmail.com or  
Chapter President Randy Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com. We hope that you will enjoy and share this newsletter.
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

Thank You

Garon BrandonScholarship Winner

     Garon Brandon is a recent winner of the Georgia TU Coldwater Fishery Scholarship that 
ORCTU founded and supports, along with a few other Georgia TU Chapters.  I am going to 
quote his entire note.  It is a good example as to why we work to raise money that may help 
trout in Georgia now and in the future.

     Dear Mr. Brown
     I am writing to express my appreciation to you (& ORCTU) for making the Trout Unlimited 
Coldwater Fisheries Scholarship possible.  I was ecstatic to learn of my selection and I am 
grateful of your support.
     I am currently a junior majoring in Fisheries and Wildlife with an emphasis in Aquatic Sci-
ences.  After graduation I plan to pursue a career in coldwater fisheries working with either 
trout or salmon.  The financial assistance that ORCTU provided is a huge help and it will allow 
me to achieve my career goal.
    Thank you again for your generous support.  I promise that I will not take the scholarship 
for granted and that I will work hard in every aspect of life.  I hope to one day help a student 
achieve their goals just as you and ORCTU have inspired me.

       Sincerely,  Garon Brandon

Letters To the Editor
Articles contained within the Fly Paper do not reflect the views of ORCTU or other 
contributors. The editors use discretion when selecting relevant content, but are 
willing to accept articles that reflect both sides of any particular issue. If you would 
like to provide feedback to any article you read, or have a comment for the editors 
that you would like published, please email the editors at orctunewsletter@gmail.com
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One year after TU National’s climate change fellow, Scott Laeser, spoke to our 
chapter about projected climate change impacts on North American trout 

and salmon, ORCTU is hosting another climate change speaker and program.  
    Set for 7 p.m., Monday, February 21, Atlanta’s Rex Hauck, an experienced 
presenter trained by The Climate Project, will present an overview of climate 
change – its causes and effects – and how it connects with other issues.  “How 
we get around politics to find common ground is especially important,” said 
Rex, who has presented to diverse audiences throughout the South. A fly fisher 
himself, Rex will discuss projected impacts on North American cold water 
fisheries and fish populations worldwide, the top five challenges to mitigate 
these effects and offer suggestions on what we can do locally. 

    “Our volunteers work hard on advocacy and stream improvements,” wrote ORCTU president Randy Elmore in 
Trout magazine’s winter/2011 issue.  “But we must move with greater urgency on this massive threat (climate change) 
to North American cold water fisheries.”
    With Randy’s words in mind, moving beyond chapter 
meetings, ORCTU’s climate change committee has scheduled 
three community events for Winter/Spring 2011.  At 10 am., 
Tuesday, February 22, Rex will conduct a three hour training 
program for prospective climate change presenters. The 
program will use media from The Climate Project and these 
materials will be available at program’s end. Class size is 
limited to ten persons (if interested, call Rich at 706-202-
7802).   
   That same evening, February 22, the committee will 
host a program called, “Building an Effective Climate Change 
Coalition for Athens.” Set for a University of Georgia site  (to 
be announced), local panelists, drawing upon their organizing 
experiences as environmental/conservation activists in the 
Athens area, will recommend ways to build an effective climate change coalition locally.  They will suggest ways to move 
forward in the absence of strong federal action. ORCTU will end the program by calling for volunteers to establish a 
coalition for collaborative action.  
    Later this Spring, ORCTU’s climate change committee will co-host yet another public program in Athens called, 
“Climate Change for Sportsmen.” Moving beyond fly fishers, using TU National’s collaborative study – Beyond Seasons End 
– with other outdoor sportsmen’s groups as a model, ORCTU organizers will invite other fishing and hunting organizations 
such as Bass Masters and Ducks Unlimited in a collaborative, public program on climate change. 
    “We may widen the focus to include birders, bikers, hikers and backpackers, river people and  nature enthusiasts 
of all types,” said Rich. “Climate change is projected to impact all users.” For further information, call Rich or email 
richrusk@charter.net.

Chapter Activities Continued

Climate Change Committee
Rich Rusk

February Program and Community Events Planned...

Climate Change Committee Chair Rick Rusk.


