
      pril was a good and hard 
month for ORCTU. First the 
good part: The Chapter enjoyed 
a successful banquet. We made 
$5500 for our work in 2013-14.  
The banquet went well and I 
hope all of those who attended 
had a good evening of food, 
fellowship and bidding. The 

following Saturday three of us 
went to help clean up the Chattahoochee. We “Swept 
the Hooch” around the Settles Bridge area.  Fortu-
nately several Atlanta trout anglers helped us as did 
several members of the Kanooka Chapter. We had 
a good time and we picked up a lot of trash. One of 
our two Trout in the Classroom projects was so suc-
cessful with a high percentage of surviving trout fry 
that we needed to release the young trout into the 
Chattahoochee River. The last weekend in April nine 
members of ORCTU enjoyed three days fishing in the 
Brevard area (see fish report).
    Remember that May 20th there is no meeting 

at Locos, instead members and visitors have been 
invited to John and Lane McGarity’s farm near Roy-
ston (directions are on the web site: orctu.org) for a 
picnic and fly casting competition.  John and Lane will 
provide food and soft drinks. People can arrive to their 
farm between 5:00 and 5:30pm. If you wish to have 
something else to drink you will need to bring it with 
you. The winner of the casting event will be awarded 
the coveted Ken Calkin hand carved trophy for a year. 
The winner’s name will be engraved on the trophy’s 
base. We will return to Locos on June 17th at 7:00pm.
   Now the hard part:  On Friday, April 26 our friend 
Randy Elmore died following nearly a year’s struggle 
with pancreatic cancer.  Randy was president of the 
Chapter in 2010-11. He was instrumental in establish-
ing a coldwater fishery research scholarship at UGA’s 
Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources 
with the help of ORCTU members and the Georgia 
Council of TU and other Georgia TU Chapters. Randy 
was a fine angler, husband, father, grandfather and 
a good friend to many of us in ORCTU.  He will be 
missed by many.
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Upcoming Calendar 
 

January 17 - Chapter Meeting 
January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous 
February 9, - Submissions Due 

February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class 
February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days 

February 19 & 20 - Great Southern FlyFishing Show 
February 21, 2011 - Climate Change Workshop 

February 21, 2011 - Chapter Meeting 
 

Page 14 for details

Voice of the President

The old year has ended and 
a new one begun; a good 

time for reflection.  At our 
successful December meeting, 
banquet and auction, I made a 
brief presentation on ORCTU’s 
accomplishments in 2009-2010.  
This activity was great because 
we celebrated accomplishments 
and were challenged to set even 
higher goals. The discussion 

painted a graphic picture of ORCTU, and Trout Unlimited, 
in general.
 ORCTU had a lot to celebrate.  Members engaged 
in more than 300 hours working streamside to improve 
habitat.  A chapter donation of $1000 to the Back the Brookie 
Project provided salaries for interns building structures for 
native brook trout on Stover and Chatahoochee creeks.  
Conservation activities were carried out in partnership 
with other GA TU chapters, GA DNR, UGA Fisheries, Sierra 
Club, and others.  Climate Change (CC) received much 
attention in ORCTU during the year.  The committee, under 
Rich Rusk’s leadership, held committee and community 
meetings, presented at another chapter meeting and a 
regional conference, and published an article on ORCTU’s 
CC work in TU’s Trout Magazine.
 ORCTU members were active in the Education arena, 
too.  The chapter contributed $5,000 toward a $25,000 UGA 
endowment for research in cold water fisheries. Trout in the 
Classroom was continued in Laine McGarity’s Hart County 
Middle School Classroom, $450 tuition was provided for a 
youth at Trout Camp, and fly fishing and fly tying classes 
were held at Sandy Creek Park and UGA.
 Most of us are in TU because we fish and one of 
TU’s goals is service to members.  ORCTU held timely and 
informative programs at monthly meetings and sponsored 
regular fishing trips to numerous streams in North Georgia 
and Western North Carolina.   Efforts to increase public 
awareness of TU’s presence and ability to assist fishers were 
made in the local newspaper and through presentations on 
Bass Pro/TU Day.
 ORCTU’s activities cost money and much member 

time and energy went into fundraising and proper 
stewardship of that money.  Monthly raffles produced 
approximately $1000, which went to the UGA endowment 
fund.  The spring Banquet produced the bulk of operating 
funds, with income of $6-$7,000. 
 The engagement of ORCTU in conservation, 
education, service to members, and fund raising produced 
an eventful and successful year in 2009-2010.  With long 
lists of goals generated by members in strategic planning, 
2010-2011 should be an equally exciting and productive 
time.

Randy Elmore

Randy Elmore, ORCTU President, discusses 2010 Chapter 
Accomplishments.
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Upcoming Calendar

Voice of the President Doug Brown

May

11: Fishing Trip (Details on Page 4)
18: quarterly GA Council TU Meeting

20: Annual Casting Competition

June

17: ORCTU Meeting

A
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Thanks to everyone for great 
participation in the December 

Holiday Celebration and Fund 
Raising. Despite the severe cold on 
December 13th, we had 48 attend 
the meeting held at the Whitehead 
Civitan Club in Athens. Many brought 
families which made the occasion 
even more festive and special. 
Thanks to John McGarity and 
participants who brought appetizers 
and desserts, the group enjoyed 
a wonderful meal. Thanks also to 
Doug Brown for his work to secure 
the building, to members who brought auction items, and to all who helped 
with set up, conducted parts of the meeting, and who helped with clean up.  
 Financially, Raffles produced $415.00, Donations were $189, and 
Auction netted $228.00 for total receipts of $832. Expenses included $150 
for Club building rental and $433 for food, or $583 total. After paying for 
purchased auction items, total profit should be around $200. Thanks again to 
everyone for a great celebration.

News

Financial Report
Bob Glasscock

December 2010 Meeting, Banquet and Fund Raising

ORCTU’s New Fly Paper Editor

On Christmas day, I received quite a gift. Cody Ensanian, a native 
Pennsylvanian who moved to Savannah this past year, wrote to say, after 

studying GA TU chapters, he had selected ORCTU. Well, I was excited to hear 
that, but then he offered help with Newsletter and/or website. We have 
struggled mightily to find a Fly Paper editor, so what a wonderful Christmas 
gift this offer was. Well, I quickly took him up on the offer, and you only 
have to look at this issue to see the talent he brings to our newsletter. 
 Cody, an avid flyfisherman, enthusiastic TU member, and native 
of central Pennsylvania, spent a lot of time trout fishing nearby streams. 
The waters he visited most were Penns, Big Fishing, and Spring Creeks. 
Outside of PA, Cody has fished the Bighorn National Forest in northern 
Wyoming, and frequently searched Lake Erie tributaries for steelhead. He 
loves to tie flies and is building his second fly rod. In addition to fly fishing, 
Cody loves pretty much anything outdoors including hiking and camping, 
kayaking and rafting, scuba diving, and has even sky dived! When not on a 
stream, Cody often volunteers his time to organizations like TU. He holds 
a BS degree in Computer Science with a minor in Environmental Science. 
After five years of doing the “computer thing,” he is now a Fishmonger, 
handling and selling fish and other seafood to restaurants in Savannah 
and on Hilton Head Island. He’d rather be handling live fish, but for now 
he will take what he can get. While in PA, Cody was active with his local 
TU chapter, the Susquehanna Chapter of TU, and moving to Savannah, 
wasn’t going to let distance to trout water keep him from helping out! 
 We welcome Cody to ORCTU and look forward to his contributions, 
to opportunities to get to know him better, and to sharing our trout streams 
with him.

Randy Elmore

Cody Ensanian with a gorgeous 
Penns Creek brown.

Bob Glasscock hooks up in a nice run.
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Chapter News
Hike Across America Update Josh Seehorn

T      his trip across America is full of surprises. If 
you want the full details, please visit my website 
at www.outdoorjosh.com.
   I had my phone stolen outside of Sacramento, 
California and was able to trace it down to a 
house in Roseville, CA and ended up having the 
girl arrested while managing to catch it all on 
video. I hiked through 5-8 feet of snow in the Si-
erra Mountains and crossed over the top of Lake 
Tahoe into Nevada. I spent several days running 
25+ miles per day with someone transporting my 
pack, then have spent the last week crossing the 
desert alone with my 70 pound backpack loaded 
down with 9 liters of water. I am currently report-
ing to you all from Round Mountain, Nevada and 
hope to be crossing into Utah within the next 
couple weeks.

   I’ve seen a couple 400lbs black bears, a West-
ern Diamondback Rattlesnake, Northern Harrier 
on her nest, Pronghorn and Black-tailed deer, 
and even spotted the white leading edge of the 
pectoral fins of some small brookies here in the 
Nevada mountains! I’ve met some extraordinary 
people along this trip and I’ve met a few that 
make me thankful I live in Georgia!
   I am extremely excited to see what is ahead 
along this journey, but am also deeply saddened 
by the passing of our friend Randy Elmore and 
want to tell the chapter how much of a pleasure 
it was to call Randy a friend. From trading stories 
about the Appalachian Trail to helping him prune 
various vegetation around his yard, Randy had 
an impact on my life and I am thankful to have 
known such a great man.

Letters To the Editor
Articles contained within the Fly Paper do not reflect the views of ORCTU or other 
contributors. The editors use discretion when selecting relevant content, but are 
willing to accept articles that reflect both sides of any particular issue. If you would 
like to provide feedback to any article you read, or have a comment for the editors 
that you would like published, please email the editors at orctunewsletter@gmail.com
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- January -
Monday January 17 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.
Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee

Friday January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous Annual Banquet of
the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Dillard House on Hwy. 441 in Dillard, Georgia @ 5:00 p.m.
www.rabuntu.org for more details

- February - 
Sunday February 9 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee Presentation

Sat/Sun February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class
Sandy Creek Park from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

See article on page 2 for details

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days
Lawrenceville Bass Pro Shop from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

5900 Sugarloaf Parkway Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - Great Southern Fly Fishing Show
North Atlanta Trade Show Center - Sat: 10-6 | Sun: 10-5

www.northatlantatradecenter.com/fishing.html for details

Monday February 21 - Chapter Leaders Workshop
Rex Hauck, Climate Change Workshop

Monday February 21 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Rex Hauck, Climate Change Presentation

Calendar of Events

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their YouTube account:
www.youtube.com/troutunlimitednatl

Visit the North Georgia Trout 
Online message board at:

www.ngto.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their Twitter account:
www.twitter.com/troutunlimited

Follow the National Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.tu.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
on their Facebook account: 
www.facebook.com/TroutUnlimited

Follow the Georgia State Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.georgiatu.org

Search for the Oconee River 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
on Facebook and follow us.

Follow the Oconee River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.orctu.org

Fly Paper is the monthly newsletter of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information provided throughout the newsletter is both accurate and up to date. Corrections and 
updates are gladly welcomed, and encouraged to be sent to Editor Cody Ensanian at ensaniantu@gmail.com or  
Chapter President Randy Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com. We hope that you will enjoy and share this newsletter.
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

Chapter News Continued...
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The Georgia State Council of TU is conducting their 2011 Dream Fishing 
Trip Raffle. Georgia TU Chapters, including our own ORCTU chapter have 

received raffle tickets to sell. Tickets are $10 each, but there’s more than 
meets the eye when it comes to this raffle. Of course the grand prize is 
what I have my eye on - five days fishing and six nights food and lodging at 
a private cabin in Island Park, Idaho; a float trip on the Madison River; a 9ft 
5wt Winston Boron II-MX custom made fly rod; a Loops reel with Scientific 
Angler line; a fly box and flies (approximately 5 to 7 dozen per box) for the 
trip; and also $1,000 in travel expenses! Not a bad prize to take a $10 chance 
on. However, there are nine runner-up prizes you could win, including a 
custom made TCO fly rod, fly boxes loaded with flies, a guided trip on the 
Chattahoochee, and much more! Again, 
not too shabby for a $10 risk! But here’s 
the real kicker, all ticket proceeds benefit 

the TU Coldwater Conservation and Trout Camp. It’s a win-win situation! Even more 
amazing, is that as a chapter, we could make this a win-win-win event! If our chapter 
sells 100 tickets, the chapter receives $500 of the ticket sales! This is an excellent, 
and easy, fund raising opportunity for the chapter. With that said, I encourage you to 
purchase a ticket or two, and spread the word about the raffle. If you are interested in 
purchasing tickets, please contact Frank Whitaker at fwhitaker@zaxbys.com or Randy 
Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com.  

News Continued

Georgia State Council
Cody Ensanian

Dream Trip Details 
 

Visit www.georgiatu.org for raffle 
rules, trip details, and a list of 

runner up prizes. Drawing to occur 
at the Georgia Foothills Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited annual banquet in 

Helen, GA in March, 2011. 

TU National

2011 Dream Fishing Trip Raffle

Cody Ensanian

The National Trout Unlimited website is always a great 
resource for TU information. Log on to find out what’s 

going on in watersheds found outside of our backyards. We 
may be able to apply ideas and standards borrowed from other 
successful chapters and organizations. The website is also full 
of other resources and tools, including: press & news releases; 
a variety of blogs; links to TU Twitter and Facebook sites; 
online training sessions; conservation resources; scientific 
reports; and much more! It takes some clicking and browsing, 
but the information is endless.
 Current National TU press release: Trout Unlimited, 
Sitka Conservation Society, and Government Agencies Partner 
to Restore Salmon River in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest. 
Read more online at www.tu.org

} }

         he big day for our well educated trout is 
at hand. After spending five months in 2 middle 
school classrooms, the little trout are ready to 
graduate and live free in the Chattahoochee 
River. Tommy Hope released about 100 small fry 
the first week of April and on Friday, April 10 we 
will be releasing about 100 more little rainbow 
trout from Melissa Paul’s classroom.
   The trout arrived in the classrooms as small 
orange eggs, about 3 mm in diameter and when 
they hatched, the students in the 2 classrooms 
fed and cared for them until they were over 2 
inches long, large enough to make it in the big 
world (river). They also monitored the water 
quality of the tank on a daily basis, checking the 
temperature, PH, dissolved oxygen, nitrates and 
nitrites and water clarity, to assure the trout’s 
environment stayed as pure as a cold mountain 
stream. 

   Trout in the Classroom is an environmental 
education program sponsored locally by ORCTU 
(Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited) The 
program operates in many states across the 
country, helping children to connect what they 
learn in the classroom with the real world environ-
ment.
   This was the first year for the program at Youth 
Middle School in Walton County. Teacher, Tommy 
Hope did a fantastic job of linking the program to 
the seventh grade curriculum and Georgia Sci-
ence Standards. 
   This was the second year for the students at 
Burney Harris Lyons Middle School in Clarke 
County and they have lost none of their enthu-
siasm. Daily, students check up of the trout and 
their progress. “Even students from previous 
classes come down to see how the fish are do-
ing”, reports Ms Paul.

Ken CalkinTrout In The Classroom Releases

Share Your Voice

Do you have news? 
Perhaps an article or conversation topic you want to share with other readers? 

Fly Paper is always seeking stories from readers to be featured in upcoming editions. 
Please send your submissions or ideas to: 

orctunewsletter@gmail.com

To Continue to Make this Newsletter A Success,
Here Are A Few Submission Guidelines:

1. Keep Submissions to a word length of 500 words or less
2. Get the article in by the deadline
    (Deadline for June’s Newsletter is June 3rd)
3. Write the article from a 1st person’s point of view
4. Single space between sentences
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the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Fish Report

Doug BrownBrevard

F          riday, April 26, was a clear, mild day on the 
Chattooga.  Bruce Jacobson and I were on the water 
by 10:30 and began fishing upstream from the 28 
bridge. We both landed fish but there was no insect 
activity in the air and no top water strikes. I landed 
trout on a variety of #14 soft hackle nymphs. There 
was a good fourteen inch brown that was stationed in 
the calm water near the river bank that slammed a fly 
and drove downstream. As I made my way upstream 
I walked in and out of pockets of fragrant Cherokee 
rose that bloomed white out from their thorny stalks.  
A pileated woodpecker called out from the pines.  
These are things that can soothe even a slow day of 
fishing. We met up with Jess Jensen-Ryan and Mac 
Rawson in the parking lot. Both of them enjoyed a 
good day on the river. We ate lunch and headed up 
hill toward Brevard.
     We arrived at Rockbrook Camp by mid afternoon.  
We unloaded our gear and found beds. Brian Carney 
has been able to reserve Rockbrook for our fall and 
spring fishing weekends for years. Rockbrook is a 
lodge that houses staff for a girls’ summer camp and 
it is very comfortable and comes with a good kitchen 
and several coffee pots. Nine of us were to meet at a 
local steak house for supper at 7:30. It was now 5:30 
so Jess and I drove to the Davidson to fish a piece 
of the Catch & Release section below the hatchery.  
Jess landed one trout but I did not get a bump. We 
talked with a man fishing the southeast. He was from 
Michigan. He said he had landed a couple of trout in 
the area above were we planned to enter. The Da-
vidson can be a stingy river to fish. Over the years I 
have landed a few fine trout from the Davidson, but 
not many and not often. There is evidence of heavy 
fishing pressure on the Davidson especially around 
the hatchery and along the Catch & Release section. 
Trout Unlimited rates the Davidson in their top 100 

trout streams in America and this distinction likely 
draws people from around the country to the river and 
feeder streams. The river is also near Asheville.
     Most of us met at the steak house. Chris White 
and Eddie Mosko fished ‘til dark thirty and they 
missed a good meal. Ron Nagao met us there. He 
and Zee had just returned from a western trip and we 
heard stories about Moab and bar b que joints around 
Memphis. We headed back to Rockbrook and stayed 
up drinking coffee and telling stories, most of which 
were based on actual events.
   Saturday we woke to a light rain. Jess and I had 
planned to return to Athens on Saturday evening. So 
we picked a delayed harvest stream to fish on what 
became the long way home. We drove north up 215 
out of Rosman and eventually found the West Fork of 
the Pigeon River. We parked at the West Fork Mis-
sionary Baptist Church and talked with three genera-
tions of men who were going to walk up a mountain to 
the old family cemetery.  
      The West Fork is a good stream. It is big enough 
that you may want to fish the stream in sections. The 
water is gin clear. The sky was thick with dark clouds 
and the air smelled of rain. I walked down stream and 
Jess went up and we were to meet back at the truck 
by 2:30 or thirty minutes after a rain began to fall. I 
walked down the church’s concrete steps to the river.   
The congregation most likely uses the river for bap-
tisms. I walked well below the steps before I began to 
cast. I landed a good rainbow on a black soft hackle.  
Downstream from a one lane steel bridge I landed a 
very fine and colorful brook trout and then the skies 
opened and the rain fell.  I made my way back to 
the truck. Jess was already there. We borrowed the 
church’s covered front porch to change out of our 
waders and into mostly dry clothes and headed south 
by way of driving north. 

May Fishing Trips
SATURDAY, MAY 11

Tuckaseegee DH OR Nathahala DH (NC)
     Meet at 6:45 am at Kroger on the Eastside

     Leave at 7:00 am - Fish from 10:00 am - Until
     Dinner on way home

     Note:  Need NC fishing and trout license, $40 for annual pass
If interested, e-mail:  brcarney@bellsouth.net
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Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Remembering Randy Elmore
A fly Fisherman’s fly fisher

“I am proud of Randy Elmore,” eulogized his son Lee at First Presbyterian. “Proud of the life he 
lived…and proud that he was my daddy.”  Randy and Lee walked the Appalachian Trail together, 900 
miles worth, heading south from Maine’s Mt. Katahdin in 1996. Randy also walked 400 miles with his 
daughter Ellen. He section-hiked the remaining 1200 miles in 2006. 
   “He was a man of nature,” Lee continued. Thinking about his dad’s final illness, Lee was reminded 
of following his dad up innumerable peaks on their AT journey. On this last hike, Randy kept moving 
up, walked up over the horizon and disappeared, never looking back.    
    I was reminded of Lee’s imagery several years ago, at our book club meeting in Five Points. Hav-
ing heard that Randy was an AT thru hiker, I invited him to attend. We had read A Walk in the Woods, 
a humorous tale of Bill Bryson’s own struggles to hike the AT.  We discussed the book for 45 minutes, 
and then turned our meeting over to Randy. He began with his AT pictures, a power point presenta-
tion of stunning images along the trail. He then talked about gear and showed us what he carried – 
tent, stove, boots, clothing. 
   “What was your favorite part of the trail?” we asked. He described the beauty of the White Moun-
tains in New Hampshire and the One Hundred Mile Wilderness in Maine. 
   “But really…my favorite part of the trail was something called “Trail Magic” Randy replied,  the in-
numerable acts of human kindness that hikers, trail town residents and people everywhere  showed 
each other. 
   Especially moving to Randy was an elderly couple in Connecticut whose home was right next to 
the trail. These two folks were cooking meals for the hikers…and didn’t charge anything for their table 
fare. They lived modestly and didn’t have much, but refused to accept payment.  Word of their gener-
osity spread for hundreds of miles both ways on the AT. 
   When Randy reached their home, he ate his home cooked, for-free meal. What made the experi-
ence especially poignant was that the man’s wife was dying of cancer. Then Randy’s voice thickened.
   “When we hear TV news stories today about people killing each other, crimes and violence,” Randy 
told us.  “When we hear pundits telling us how Americans are going downhill, how we’re not the 
people we used to be...”
   “THESE ARE LIES!” Randy nearly shouted, stabbing his finger at us. “Don’t believe these lies! 
There are good people everywhere in this country, in every state, in every community.  They are ev-
erywhere…and their good deeds  do NOT get reported. You especially see these people along places 
like the Appalachian Trail. 
   “JUST REMEMBER - THESE NEWS STORIES ARE LIES – AND DON’T YOU FORGET IT!” 
   I have told this story about Randy a hundred times, and will go on telling it as long as I live.    
   Randy was a fly fisherman’s fly fisher. He was really good on a stream; a rhythmic caster, patient 
and skilled, always watching the water. As our ORCTU president, he excelled at getting others in-
volved. Strategic planning was his forte. 
   With his stories and joking, Randy was such fun to go down the road with. But the man was a TU 
Pied Piper, and these excursions could be deadly. He once drove to Montana  with Lew Frazier, Ken 
Calkin and Doug Brown on a “Great Fish.”  By the time they returned to Athens, Randy and Ken  had 
hornswoggled all four into becoming ORCTU  officers.  
   Randy was a beloved member of our chapter. We will not replace him. But we will talk about him 
always. As Ken Calkin reminded us, Randy will be with us around every bend, in every river we fish. 
   “Do not stand at my grave and cry,” wrote the poet Mary Frye. 
   “I am not there. I did not die.”  

Rich Rusk
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Elmore Continued...

Ken CalkinRemembering Randy
     Randy Elmore was a great friend, fisherman, 
TU member, gardener, hiker, cyclist, and human 
being. I will always remember his great smile, 
laughter and enthusiasm for life. He was always 
on the go. I knew him as a great fly fisher for 
trout, but know he also mastered fishing for bass 
and crappie. I fished with him in North Georgia, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Montana and 
Argentina. Randy was always ready for another 
adventure and another fishing trip. Traveling to 
Pennsylvania or North Carolina with him meant 
learning about so much of the Appalachian Trail 
that I feel I have walked it, so vivid were his sto-
ries about “trail magic” and other adventures he 
experienced, such as when he was suspected of 
being Eric Rudolf, the Olympics bomber, by an 
FBI agent. Randy always had a good story and 
loved a good laugh
     Randy knew all the wild flowers that grew 
along the Georgia streams and could identify 
birds by their call. It was always such a plea-
sure to go fishing with him, if for no other reason 
than all that you learned. Randy was never at a 
loss for something to say. He was also a patient 
teacher and advisor. He helped many new fly-
fishers and fly tiers learn the sport.  He had the 

zest for life that all of us yearn, and was always a 
pleasure to be with. I saw him get filled up once 
in Pennsylvania when he ordered a “country 
breakfast” and an order of grits at a Mennonite 
restaurant. Other than that, I think he was always 
hungry, whether for food or adventure, although 
he was not always adventuresome when it came 
to food. I remember how pleased he was when 
we found a Burger King in Buenos Aries.  With 
that being said, Judy asked him once what he did 
with the squirrels that he shot and he proceeded 
to tell in detail how to cook them.
     To this day, there are so many places on 
streams that I fish that I consider “Randy’s run” 
because I’d have seen him take a fish from there 
and can still imagine him casting to a trout he 
saw. We fished together so much that sometimes 
I feel he is on the water, just around the bend. 
When I catch a fish I almost yell out “Hey Randy, 
come take a picture of this one”. I think that I will 
always feel that Randy is on the stream with me 
whenever I fish, looking over my shoulder as I 
cast, and giving me a chuckle when I miss a fish. 
I won’t be able to fish with him anymore, but he 
will be right there with me in my memories.
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    The following was published in the Athens 
Banner-Herald, April 28, 2013:
   Randy  Frank Elmore, 70, died Saturday, April 
26, 2013 at his home in Athens, Geeorgia.
   A native of Granite Falls, N.C., he was the son 
of the late James C. and Marie Marshall Elmore. 
Randy retired from Kennesaw State University 
as a Professor of Education and had also worked 
at the University of Georgia, Georgia Southern 
University, Northeast Georgia RESA and Pied-
mont College (Athens). He was a member of 
First Presbyterian Church of Athens, a member 
and former president of Oconee River Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited, was an Athens Area Master 
Gardner and member of the Phi Delta Kappa Pro-
fessional Association for Educators. Some of his 
hobbies included gardening, fishing, biking, run-
ning, traveling, beekeeping, and hiking. He hiked 
the entire Appalachian Trail.
   Survivors include his wife Martha Yates Elmore; 
children: Lee (Molly) Elmore of North Potomac, 
Maryland, Ellen (Stouffer) Ackerman of Athens, 

Georgia; sisters: Teresa (Robert) Clark of Lenoir, 
North Carolina, Sheila (Gary) Pearson of Granite 
Falls, North Carolina; grandchildren: Rachel, Re-
becca and Katherine Elmore and Gabriel Acker-
man.
   A memorial service was held at 2 p.m. Mon-
day, April 29, 2013 at First Presbyterian Church 
of Athens with Rev. J. Hunter Coleman and Dr. 
Glenn Doak officiating. A reception followed in the 
fellowship hall.
   In lieu of flower,  memorials may be made to 
the YWCO Building Fund, 562 Research Drive, 
Athens, Ga. 30605, with checks payable to 
YWCO; First Presbyterian Church, 185 East 
Hancock Ave., Athens, Ga. 30601; or to the Sol 
Goldman Pancreatic Cancer Research Center, 
c/o Ralph H. Hruban, MD, 401 North Broadway, 
Weinberg, 2242, Baltimore, M.D. 21231-2410 
with checks payable to “Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity”.
   Lord & Stephens East is in charge of arrange-
ments. www.lordandstephens.com.
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