
    his June the Chapter’s Board 
of Directors and Officers will 
begin to create a slate of Of-
ficers and BOD candidates 
for ORCTU’s new year begin-
ning in September. We need a 
Vice President candidate and a 
couple of BOD candidates. The 
expectations for a Vice Presi-

dent is to support the President in 
Chapter duties, lead the Chapter meetings and at-
tend Georgia TU Council meetings in the absence of 
the President and attend Officer/BOD meetings prior 
to the general Chapter meetings. We currently have 
candidates for Secretary, Treasurer and President but 
if anyone wishes to step forward or nominate some-
one, with their permission, for any of these Officer 
roles please do so. BODs are expected to attend BOD 
meetings that convene one hour prior to the monthly 
Chapter meetings. The Board sets the course and the 
budget that the Chapter will follow for the year to sup-
port cold water fisheries. Please consider helping the 
Chapter in any of these areas of service. “Many hands 
makes light work”: Please contact me if you have any 
questions or interest in any position.
    June 17 at 7:00 pm Georgia Council TU Advocacy 

co-chair Alex Watson will speak to the Chapter on 
the role of the newly created Advocacy program that 
replaces the Back the Brookie initiative that the GA 
Council and 13 Chapters have supported over the re-
cent years. The GA Council TU Advocacy is one of the 
primary ways the State TU Chapters impact State and 
national policies that affect cold water fisheries.             
     Mack Martin, the GA TU Council chair, asked 
Chapter presidents to pass on to members the fol-
lowing: new TU license tags are available. The first 
100 plates (low numbers) are available to Georgia 
TU members at the cost of $60 plus ad valorem tax.  
Mack needs names by June 25 if you want these new 
license plates.
    Saturday, July 13 ORCTU will work with another 
GA Chapter to build brook trout habitats in the Chat-
tahoochee National Forest just north of Helen.  We 
will work on Martin’s Branch. We need a dozen people 
to help on this project. The work time is from 9:00am 
to 12:00pm. If you arrive early (or following the work 
morning) you can fish the Chattahoochee in Helen.  
Bring water, work gloves and sturdy shoes or boots 
and insect repellent. Wear clothes you don’t mind 
getting dirty. You work only as hard as you want or are 
able to do. Contact me if you want to participate in this 
event to help save the native brook trout population.
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January 17 - Chapter Meeting 
January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous 
February 9, - Submissions Due 

February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class 
February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days 

February 19 & 20 - Great Southern FlyFishing Show 
February 21, 2011 - Climate Change Workshop 

February 21, 2011 - Chapter Meeting 
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Voice of the President

The old year has ended and 
a new one begun; a good 

time for reflection.  At our 
successful December meeting, 
banquet and auction, I made a 
brief presentation on ORCTU’s 
accomplishments in 2009-2010.  
This activity was great because 
we celebrated accomplishments 
and were challenged to set even 
higher goals. The discussion 

painted a graphic picture of ORCTU, and Trout Unlimited, 
in general.
 ORCTU had a lot to celebrate.  Members engaged 
in more than 300 hours working streamside to improve 
habitat.  A chapter donation of $1000 to the Back the Brookie 
Project provided salaries for interns building structures for 
native brook trout on Stover and Chatahoochee creeks.  
Conservation activities were carried out in partnership 
with other GA TU chapters, GA DNR, UGA Fisheries, Sierra 
Club, and others.  Climate Change (CC) received much 
attention in ORCTU during the year.  The committee, under 
Rich Rusk’s leadership, held committee and community 
meetings, presented at another chapter meeting and a 
regional conference, and published an article on ORCTU’s 
CC work in TU’s Trout Magazine.
 ORCTU members were active in the Education arena, 
too.  The chapter contributed $5,000 toward a $25,000 UGA 
endowment for research in cold water fisheries. Trout in the 
Classroom was continued in Laine McGarity’s Hart County 
Middle School Classroom, $450 tuition was provided for a 
youth at Trout Camp, and fly fishing and fly tying classes 
were held at Sandy Creek Park and UGA.
 Most of us are in TU because we fish and one of 
TU’s goals is service to members.  ORCTU held timely and 
informative programs at monthly meetings and sponsored 
regular fishing trips to numerous streams in North Georgia 
and Western North Carolina.   Efforts to increase public 
awareness of TU’s presence and ability to assist fishers were 
made in the local newspaper and through presentations on 
Bass Pro/TU Day.
 ORCTU’s activities cost money and much member 

time and energy went into fundraising and proper 
stewardship of that money.  Monthly raffles produced 
approximately $1000, which went to the UGA endowment 
fund.  The spring Banquet produced the bulk of operating 
funds, with income of $6-$7,000. 
 The engagement of ORCTU in conservation, 
education, service to members, and fund raising produced 
an eventful and successful year in 2009-2010.  With long 
lists of goals generated by members in strategic planning, 
2010-2011 should be an equally exciting and productive 
time.

Randy Elmore

Randy Elmore, ORCTU President, discusses 2010 Chapter 
Accomplishments.
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13: Martin’s Branch Project
(9:00 am - 12:00 pm Contact Doug Brown to Participate)

17: ORCTU Meeting

July
1: Fly Paper Articles Due

15: ORCTU Meeting
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Chapter News
Hike Across America Update Josh Seehorn

I      have made it across the state of Nevada and 
am currently in Beaver, Utah. I got severely 
dehydrated near Duckwater, Nevada and 
experienced tremendous chest pain and had to 
abandon my backpack in a canyon in order to 
make it to the little Indian reservation. I had about 
a half pound of ice in my beard in my second 
snowstorm on top of Mt. Jefferson near Round 
Mountain, Nevada. I found mule deer sheds, Elk 
sheds, a Horse skull, and a Big Horn Sheep skull!
   I’ll let you know if I pick up a fishing pole as 
I cross Utah and Colorado. Please feel free to 
catch up and keep up with my blog at 
www.outdoorjosh.com. Thanks to those of you 
who have supported me and who have 
encouraged me along the way! I’ll keep trying to 
stay alive!

         very year, around Memorial Day, I and anyone 
I can convince to take a week off, head to central 
Pennsylvania for the famous Green Drake hatch 
on Penn’s Creek. Penn’s emerges as a full lime-
stone stream from Penn’s Cave near State College, 
PA. Green Drakes are a large mayfly and emerge 
at dusk/dark around the end of May or beginning 
of June. The males often emerge first and fly into 
the trees and bushes next to the stream to await 
the lovely females’ arrival, whereupon, they leave 
the trees and do a wedding dance, up and down, 
drawing ever closer to the water. When they find an 
agreeable female, they “hook-up” (literally) and fly 
upstream while joined in wedded bliss. Courtship 
and procreation over, the female drops to the water 
and deposits her eggs, while the male swoons and 
dies on the water.
    This Green Drake hatch on Penn’s is incredible 
to see, and the big wild browns and rainbows throw 
caution to the wind and gobble up anything on the 
top of the water. It is for these careless trout that I 
make my annual trip. This year I was joined on the 
stream by fellow ORCTU member Ron Nagao and 
an old friend from Harrisburg, Bob Pennell. While 
on the stream this year, I learned something about 
Bob that I did not know. HE LIES!! I know, I know, 

you are going to tell me that all fishermen lie…but 
Bob lies down…not up!
    Bob hooked a beautiful fat brown trout. He called 
to me and said he hadn’t brought his net, so I of-
fered to net the fish for him. As I scooped the fish 
out of the water, Bob remarked that it was a beauti-
ful 16 inch brown. I replied that in Georgia we would 
call this one an 18 incher and maybe add to that. 
Bob insisted that the trout was no more than 16 
inches. Since neither of us had a tape, I stretched 
my 2 hand spans along the fish and saw 2 inches 
beyond the spread. “Sixteen plus two equals eigh-
teen inches,” I reported, as I know I have an eight 
inch hand spread.
    “No way!” Bob said. “He is sixteen inches at the 
most, but a nice fish,” and he marked on his rod the 
length of the fish.
    That night when we returned to the cabin, I used 
a tape measure to show that I did indeed have a 
16 inch, double hand span. I also measured the 
mark Bob had made on his rod. “17 and ¾ inches” I 
reported, “and that rounds to 18 inches.”
    It goes to show you, when it comes to fishing, 
you can’t even trust a friend. From now on I am 
going to have to ADD 10 % to the size of all the fish 
Bob reports.

E
Ken CalkinFishermen Lie
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T     his north Georgia fly fisher, embarked on a 
learning curve that seems endless, has read 
lots of articles about climate change in recent 
years. But boy, did this epistle pin my ears 
back!  It was emailed to me by a senior Trout 
Unlimited colleague. 
   As the British say, I was “gobsmacked.” 
   And thrilled as well. Thinking that baseball 
great Ted Williams, a consummate fly fisher as 
an old man, had penned this screed on climate 
change, I asked myself:  how are climate de-
niers going to blow off Ted Williams? He was 
arguably baseball’s great hitter. The Boston Red 
Sox slugger, nicknamed the “Splendid Splinter,” 
once hit .406. He was also one of my childhood 
heroes -  along with Mickey Mantle and Herb 
Score. During World War ll and the Korean War, 
Williams served five years as a Marine fighter 
pilot. 
   This guy did it all. 
   It is easy for our skeptical friends to dismiss 
wussy academics and querulous climatologists, 
any group with a United Nations handle – the 
International Panel on Climate Change, for 
starters - and of course leftist blowhards like Al 
Gore. 
   “But how are they (skeptics) going to blow off 
Ted Williams?” 
   My next thought - asking TU National to make 
Fried Fish required reading for all TU anglers? 
   Then some doubt crept in.
    “Is Williams still alive?” A quick Google 
search confirmed that the fisherman/slugger /
fighter pilot had died in 2002, and my TU friend 
confirmed it. 
   “It is another Ted Williams,” he laughed. 
    So… Mr. Williams and Fried Fish will indeed 
be blown off…by the very people who need to 
read him most. He quotes senior TU scientist 
Jack Williams and projections that we may lose 
half of our western trout by 2080, other studies, 

etc. But there are no footnotes and other infor-
mation goes unsourced. Mr. Williams, a conser-
vation columnist for Fly Rod and Reel Maga-
zine among other pastimes, is like his baseball 
namesake NOT an academic. 
    But this Williams is a fly fisher. He is anecdot-
al with his fishing stories, just like us, and pithy 
as hell! He is also rough as a cob on all of us – 
climate activists and skeptics alike – and takes 
TU to task for not doing nearly enough about 
our threatened and frying fish. 
   “If you hold an event to put in stream improve-
ments, you might get 30 guys,” Williams quotes 
a fellow biologist. “If you ask them to send a 
letter on climate change, you’d be hard pressed 
to get two or three.” 
   Best news of all, this Ted Williams is funny as 
hell. 
   “My fishing buddies and I are blighted by 
severe gout,” he begins. “When we hobble into 
the offices of local doctors, they tell us it results 
from our drinking habits. But we don’t believe 
that Ripple wine, which we never touch before 9 
am, has a thing to do with our affliction. What’s 
more, we’ve consulted the sewer commissioner, 
the building inspector and the mangers of five 
liquor stores. They all confirm what we suspect 
– that our diagnoses result from an abstinence 
cult among the medical profession, which op-
poses anything that feels or tastes good and 
which, in an effort to drum up business, is al-
ways trying to panic the public. “
   “In our defense I should note that the preced-
ing paragraph is fiction,” confesses Williams. 
“But it’s important fiction because it provides a 
high-res snapshot of how global-warming de-
niers think and argue.” 
   To read more by Williams about Fried Fish, go 
to: www.flyrodreel.com/blogs/
tedwilliams/2013/march/fried-fish

Rick Rusk

Gobsmacked by Fried Fish 
and Baseball Slugger Ted Williams 
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Fish Report

Doug BrownJune
O           ver the last few days of May, Janice & I 

traveled through the Smoky Mountain National 
Park to visit family in Maryville, Tennessee. The 
first day was clear and mild. We stopped at 
the bridge that crosses the Oconaluftee River 
connecting 441 to the Job Corp site. I waded 
into the river below the bridge and fished up. It 
seemed that there were more yellow and green 
bodied mayflies and a few caddis under and 
around the bridge than out in open water. I won-
dered if the shade or lower temperatures under 
the bridge made a  difference in fly density or 
was this simply a random occurrence. I tied on a 
dirty yellow bodied caddis and hooked and lost 
a trout in the fast water above the bridge. Next 
I tried an orange parachute adams and cast to 
the slow water downstream of a rock and a fine 
brown rose to the fly and just for a moment he 
was on and then off and back to the shelter of 
the river bottom.
    The next day I left the house and drove to the 
Little River above Metcalf Bottoms. Upstream of 
Metcalf there is a section of the stream I enjoy 
fishing even knowing that I have landed very 
few fish from this section: The stream takes a 
right bend turn and the run that is formed follows 
the bank under a grove of hickory trees. I saw 
a trout rise and feed and I cast a barbless fly to 
the trout who eagerly took the green coachmen 
and shook off the fly. One angler I met years 
ago at Cataloochee on the North Carolina side 
of the park told me, while discussing fly selec-
tion, that the Carolina anglers fished a traditional 
red floss coachman while the Tennessee an-

glers prefered a green floss coachman. Fishing 
in Tennessee was the only reason I tied on the 
green coachmen. I fished up to an island and 
fished the pocket water on left side of the island 
and landed four trout in the six inch to 10 inch 
range.   These trout were typical Park wild trout. 
The biggest fish was a brown. Byron Begley, 
owner of Little River Outfitters in Townsend, 
said that a friend of his landed an eighteen inch 
brown out of the Little River last week using 
a pheasant tail. While I have not landed big 
browns from Little River I have seen trout in the 
fourteen to sixteen inch range that some of the 
anglers drag on a stringer. The bigger fish are 
generally landed in the fall or winter. Most an-
glers familiar with the Little River will use Metcalf 
Bottoms as a dividing line: fish up stream of 
Metcalf year ‘round  (fish above Elkmont in the 
summer) and fish below Metcalf (lower eleva-
tion) in the winter.  
    I found it worth noting that the water level on 
the Tennessee side of the mountains was lower  
and clearer than on the Carolina side. It is not 
unusual to find that fishing may be more active 
on one mountain side than the other on any 
given day. People say that the mountains cre-
ate their own weather and I suspect that could 
be so. And if that is true then fishing on the 
western or eastern side of the mountains can 
influence fly selection etc. But then talking with 
local anglers on both sides of the mountains, fly 
selection is driven, in part, by tradition and who 
you fish with.  

Letters To the Editor
Articles contained within the Fly Paper do not reflect the views of ORCTU or other 
contributors. The editors use discretion when selecting relevant content, but are 
willing to accept articles that reflect both sides of any particular issue. If you would 
like to provide feedback to any article you read, or have a comment for the editors 
that you would like published, please email the editors at orctunewsletter@gmail.com


