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Upcoming Calendar 
 

January 17 - Chapter Meeting 
January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous 
February 9, - Submissions Due 

February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class 
February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days 

February 19 & 20 - Great Southern FlyFishing Show 
February 21, 2011 - Climate Change Workshop 

February 21, 2011 - Chapter Meeting 
 

Page 14 for details

Voice of the President

The old year has ended and 
a new one begun; a good 

time for reflection.  At our 
successful December meeting, 
banquet and auction, I made a 
brief presentation on ORCTU’s 
accomplishments in 2009-2010.  
This activity was great because 
we celebrated accomplishments 
and were challenged to set even 
higher goals. The discussion 

painted a graphic picture of ORCTU, and Trout Unlimited, 
in general.
 ORCTU had a lot to celebrate.  Members engaged 
in more than 300 hours working streamside to improve 
habitat.  A chapter donation of $1000 to the Back the Brookie 
Project provided salaries for interns building structures for 
native brook trout on Stover and Chatahoochee creeks.  
Conservation activities were carried out in partnership 
with other GA TU chapters, GA DNR, UGA Fisheries, Sierra 
Club, and others.  Climate Change (CC) received much 
attention in ORCTU during the year.  The committee, under 
Rich Rusk’s leadership, held committee and community 
meetings, presented at another chapter meeting and a 
regional conference, and published an article on ORCTU’s 
CC work in TU’s Trout Magazine.
 ORCTU members were active in the Education arena, 
too.  The chapter contributed $5,000 toward a $25,000 UGA 
endowment for research in cold water fisheries. Trout in the 
Classroom was continued in Laine McGarity’s Hart County 
Middle School Classroom, $450 tuition was provided for a 
youth at Trout Camp, and fly fishing and fly tying classes 
were held at Sandy Creek Park and UGA.
 Most of us are in TU because we fish and one of 
TU’s goals is service to members.  ORCTU held timely and 
informative programs at monthly meetings and sponsored 
regular fishing trips to numerous streams in North Georgia 
and Western North Carolina.   Efforts to increase public 
awareness of TU’s presence and ability to assist fishers were 
made in the local newspaper and through presentations on 
Bass Pro/TU Day.
 ORCTU’s activities cost money and much member 

time and energy went into fundraising and proper 
stewardship of that money.  Monthly raffles produced 
approximately $1000, which went to the UGA endowment 
fund.  The spring Banquet produced the bulk of operating 
funds, with income of $6-$7,000. 
 The engagement of ORCTU in conservation, 
education, service to members, and fund raising produced 
an eventful and successful year in 2009-2010.  With long 
lists of goals generated by members in strategic planning, 
2010-2011 should be an equally exciting and productive 
time.

Randy Elmore

Randy Elmore, ORCTU President, discusses 2010 Chapter 
Accomplishments.
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Voice of the President Doug Brown

          any thanks to Jess Jensen-
Ryan for his leadership in 
September. Jess and ORCTU were 
host to the Georgia State Council 
of TU quarterly meeting in Athens 
and Jess presided over ORCTU’s 
September 17 election and monthly 
meeting held at Locos. His  
generous help allowed Reid and 
I to enjoy a tour through parts of 

Montana, Yellowstone and Nevada. Reid and I fished and 
saw sights we’ve never seen and we shared many good 
times together. Ken Calkin and Ron Nagao taught a two 
day class on fly tying to the Osher Lifelong Learning  
Institute at UGA in September. I heard that the class went 
very well and that the students tied flies that will catch 
trout. On October 20 several of us will teach a fly fishing 
class to UGA student and staff for the GORP program.              
 The first issue of ORCTU’s newsletter looked 
very good, thanks Josh and Laura. Monday, October 15 
is ORCTU’s monthly meeting. We meet at Loco’s at 1985 
Barnett Shoals Rd., Athens at 7:00 pm on the third 

Monday of each month.  Arrive early and share a meal. 
 Dr. Jay Shelton, professor at UGA’s Warnell 
School of Forestry and Natural Resources, will speak 
to the Chapter about his research on trout watersheds 
in North Georgia. At the meeting, ORCTU will present a 
check for $4,000 to Dean Clutter from the Warnell School 
of Forestry and Natural Resources. This is money that the 
Chapter has earned from monthly raffles and our spring 
banquet. These funds represent the largest financial 
support our chapter awards to support trout in Georgia. 
This check will bring the Georgia TU Coldwater Fishery 
Research  Endowment over the $25,000 mark that is 
required in order to begin distribution of money that 
support cold water fishery research. ORCTU is one of 
several Georgia TU Chapters that contribute money to this 
research endowment and also to the academic student 
scholarship endowment. The research and academic 
endowments that ORCTU contributes toward UGA’s cold 
water fishery work will help preserve trout habitat and 
educate future researchers for generations to come.  
 We encourage all members and visitors to attend 
our October meeting at Loco’s.

October
13: Fishing Trip In Toccoa

15: ORCTU Meeting
20: ORCTU Teaches Fly Fishing

27: Fishing Trip Nantahala

November
TBA: Fishing Trip Brevard, NC

Details on Page 5

M
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Thanks to everyone for great 
participation in the December 

Holiday Celebration and Fund 
Raising. Despite the severe cold on 
December 13th, we had 48 attend 
the meeting held at the Whitehead 
Civitan Club in Athens. Many brought 
families which made the occasion 
even more festive and special. 
Thanks to John McGarity and 
participants who brought appetizers 
and desserts, the group enjoyed 
a wonderful meal. Thanks also to 
Doug Brown for his work to secure 
the building, to members who brought auction items, and to all who helped 
with set up, conducted parts of the meeting, and who helped with clean up.  
 Financially, Raffles produced $415.00, Donations were $189, and 
Auction netted $228.00 for total receipts of $832. Expenses included $150 
for Club building rental and $433 for food, or $583 total. After paying for 
purchased auction items, total profit should be around $200. Thanks again to 
everyone for a great celebration.

News

Financial Report
Bob Glasscock

December 2010 Meeting, Banquet and Fund Raising

ORCTU’s New Fly Paper Editor

On Christmas day, I received quite a gift. Cody Ensanian, a native 
Pennsylvanian who moved to Savannah this past year, wrote to say, after 

studying GA TU chapters, he had selected ORCTU. Well, I was excited to hear 
that, but then he offered help with Newsletter and/or website. We have 
struggled mightily to find a Fly Paper editor, so what a wonderful Christmas 
gift this offer was. Well, I quickly took him up on the offer, and you only 
have to look at this issue to see the talent he brings to our newsletter. 
 Cody, an avid flyfisherman, enthusiastic TU member, and native 
of central Pennsylvania, spent a lot of time trout fishing nearby streams. 
The waters he visited most were Penns, Big Fishing, and Spring Creeks. 
Outside of PA, Cody has fished the Bighorn National Forest in northern 
Wyoming, and frequently searched Lake Erie tributaries for steelhead. He 
loves to tie flies and is building his second fly rod. In addition to fly fishing, 
Cody loves pretty much anything outdoors including hiking and camping, 
kayaking and rafting, scuba diving, and has even sky dived! When not on a 
stream, Cody often volunteers his time to organizations like TU. He holds 
a BS degree in Computer Science with a minor in Environmental Science. 
After five years of doing the “computer thing,” he is now a Fishmonger, 
handling and selling fish and other seafood to restaurants in Savannah 
and on Hilton Head Island. He’d rather be handling live fish, but for now 
he will take what he can get. While in PA, Cody was active with his local 
TU chapter, the Susquehanna Chapter of TU, and moving to Savannah, 
wasn’t going to let distance to trout water keep him from helping out! 
 We welcome Cody to ORCTU and look forward to his contributions, 
to opportunities to get to know him better, and to sharing our trout streams 
with him.

Randy Elmore

Cody Ensanian with a gorgeous 
Penns Creek brown.

Bob Glasscock hooks up in a nice run.
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Chapter Activities
ORCTU AND OLLI PRESENT FLY TYING 101 Lew Frazar

O n September 25 and 27 Ken Calkin and Ron Nagao 
proved that even the most inept and clumsy can be led to 
successfully tie a few flies. Of course that would be me 
who was sure it was personally an impossible task. Not 
that I am going to find a new career tying flies for fun and 
profit, but I and five others learned how to tie six flies that 
could constitute the beginning of a fly box full.
Working with the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) 
at UGA, Ken and Ron represented the Chapter to present 
two four hour classes introducing the basics of fly tying. 
Each participant was provided with a vice, the needed tools, 
supplies, instructions and individual guidance in order to tie 
a San Juan Worm, a BH Wooly Bugger, a BH Pheasant Tail 
Nymph, a Black Beetle, an Elk Hair Caddis and an Adams 
Parachute. 
 Only time will tell if anything I tied will actually 
catch a trout. Ron said that one of mine would be effective 
because it is defective. I think he meant it would look like it 
is injured. Of course there is also the one that I accidentally 
tied a “weed guard” across the throat of the hook. A trout 
may have trouble finding the barb of that hook.
 The class participants consisted of four chapter 
members – three who are new to trout fishing (Mike, David 
and Mac were in the Spring fly fishing class with OLLI) 

and one slow learner (me) plus two ladies (Alice and 
Violet). Alice had tied flies before, but as she said, “many 
years ago.” Violet actually teaches classes for the U.S. 
government on macro invertebrates, i.e. the insects we try 
to imitate with flies.
 We really appreciated the time, skill, knowledge 
and patience displayed by Ken and Ron. I think we were all 
in awe of the creativity and specificity of exotic materials 
that are called for in the recipes for flies. We were left with 
the question: Can anyone create an effective fly using the 
hair from the left mustache of a white haired Calkin?
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}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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   At 7 p.m, Monday, at ORCTU’s meeting at Locos Bar & 
Grill in East Athens, Josh Barnett and Jess Jensen-Ryan 
co-presented “Climate Change for Sportsmen – Revisited.” 
Among related topics, Josh and Jess talked about climate 
science, projected impacts on trout in north Georgia and the 
Southeastern US., and the implications for current and future 
generations of Americans. Discussion and Josh’s call for taking 
action followed the evening program. 
   This climate presentation follows by sixteen months the 
group’s last full program for ORCTU on climate change. At the 
Feb. 21, 2010 meeting, Atlanta’s Rex Hauck, a trained 
presenter from Nashville, TN’s The Climate Project, sounded a 
clarion call. 
  “Climate change is happening NOW,” said Rex, “…not ten, 
twenty, one hundred years from now.  The impacts are 
already here.”
    “Whether we believe climate change is man made or not,” 
urged Rex, “what we need to do is the same: cut oil 
consumption, reduce carbon emissions, lessen our 
dependence on foreign oil, develop alternative energies, 
reduce pollution, improve our health, stabilize our planet…
and catch more fish!” 
   Josh and Jess’s power points echoed a similar message. 
   Rather than overdose our chapter with climate science, 
we’ll try for one program per year. Our committee is very 
active. Members concerned about this emerging threat can 
join our group and the book club.
   On June 7, ORCTU’s climate change committee met at my 
home in Athens. The group planned their June 18 program 
and upcoming meetings – Sept. 8 Georgia TU Council in 
Athens and TU’s Sept. 13-16 national convention in Asheville, 
NC.         
    Our book club also met: we discussed Bill McKibben’s, Fight 
Global Warming Now: The Handbook for Taking Action in Your 
Community. Using social media, the internet and creative 
organizing, nature writer McKibben and six Middlebury 
College graduate students built 350.org, an international 
climate movement that has hosted some of the largest 
political rallies the world has ever seen. This thin paperback, 
loaded with tips for organizers, tells their story.
   Ken Calkin picked the book club’s next selection:  The 
Hockey Stick and the Climate Wars: Dispatches From the 
Front Lines, by Michael E. Mann, Columbia University Press, 
2012. 

   The ongoing assault on climate science in the United States 
has never been more aggressive, more blatant, or more 
widely publicized than in the case of the Hockey Stick graph 
-- a clear and compelling visual presentation of scientific data, 
put together by Mann and his colleagues, demonstrating that 
global temperatures have risen in conjunction with the 
increase in industrialization and the use of fossil fuels. Here 
was an easy-to-understand graph that, in a glance, posed a 
threat to major corporate energy interests and those who do 
their political bidding. The stakes were simply too high to 
ignore the Hockey Stick -- and so began a relentless attack 
on a body of science and on the investigators whose work 
formed its scientific basis.
   “For more than two decades, in their efforts to inform the 
public about climate change and its potentially disastrous 
consequences, scientists have run up against powerful vested 
interests who either deny that such change is occurring or, 
if it is, that human change is playing much if any role in it,” 
wrote author Mann about the controversy. 
   “I have been privileged to be part of this scientific effort 
and, indeed, at times, singled out in the ensuing conflict,” 
continues Mann, a physicist and climatologist at Penn State 
who studied at Yale and UC–Berkeley. “My story is that of 
a once aspiring theoretical physicist, driven by a curiosity 
about the natural world, who wound up as a central object of 
attack in what some have characterized as the best funded, 
most carefully orchestrated assault on science the world has 
known.”   
   “As one of the nation’s leading climate researchers, no one 
has felt the brunt of the attacks from politicians and the fossil 
fuel industry more than Michael Mann,” wrote former U.S. 
Representative Henry Waxman. “This is his personal account 
from the center of the maelstrom, documenting the lies and 
distortions about his work and his heroic efforts to stand up 
for scientific truth.”
   “The Hockey Stick and the Climate Wars’ is a startling 
depiction of a scientist persecuted for trying to tell the truth,” 
said The Observer (United Kingdom) about this just-released 
book.
     Our book club and committee meets monthly, usually on 
Thursday evenings. We anglers have a big learning curve on 
climate science. This bookwork will help.

Climate Change for Sportsmen Rich Rusk

Rich Rusk, chairman, ORCTU climate change committee
706-354-0321; 706-202-7802 cell; richrusk@charter.net  
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The Georgia State Council of TU is conducting their 2011 Dream Fishing 
Trip Raffle. Georgia TU Chapters, including our own ORCTU chapter have 

received raffle tickets to sell. Tickets are $10 each, but there’s more than 
meets the eye when it comes to this raffle. Of course the grand prize is 
what I have my eye on - five days fishing and six nights food and lodging at 
a private cabin in Island Park, Idaho; a float trip on the Madison River; a 9ft 
5wt Winston Boron II-MX custom made fly rod; a Loops reel with Scientific 
Angler line; a fly box and flies (approximately 5 to 7 dozen per box) for the 
trip; and also $1,000 in travel expenses! Not a bad prize to take a $10 chance 
on. However, there are nine runner-up prizes you could win, including a 
custom made TCO fly rod, fly boxes loaded with flies, a guided trip on the 
Chattahoochee, and much more! Again, 
not too shabby for a $10 risk! But here’s 
the real kicker, all ticket proceeds benefit 

the TU Coldwater Conservation and Trout Camp. It’s a win-win situation! Even more 
amazing, is that as a chapter, we could make this a win-win-win event! If our chapter 
sells 100 tickets, the chapter receives $500 of the ticket sales! This is an excellent, 
and easy, fund raising opportunity for the chapter. With that said, I encourage you to 
purchase a ticket or two, and spread the word about the raffle. If you are interested in 
purchasing tickets, please contact Frank Whitaker at fwhitaker@zaxbys.com or Randy 
Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com.  

News Continued

Georgia State Council
Cody Ensanian

Dream Trip Details 
 

Visit www.georgiatu.org for raffle 
rules, trip details, and a list of 

runner up prizes. Drawing to occur 
at the Georgia Foothills Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited annual banquet in 

Helen, GA in March, 2011. 

TU National

2011 Dream Fishing Trip Raffle

Cody Ensanian

The National Trout Unlimited website is always a great 
resource for TU information. Log on to find out what’s 

going on in watersheds found outside of our backyards. We 
may be able to apply ideas and standards borrowed from other 
successful chapters and organizations. The website is also full 
of other resources and tools, including: press & news releases; 
a variety of blogs; links to TU Twitter and Facebook sites; 
online training sessions; conservation resources; scientific 
reports; and much more! It takes some clicking and browsing, 
but the information is endless.
 Current National TU press release: Trout Unlimited, 
Sitka Conservation Society, and Government Agencies Partner 
to Restore Salmon River in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest. 
Read more online at www.tu.org

} }
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}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

Fish Reports and Trips

Doug BrownROCK CREEK AND YELLOWSTONE

October 2012 Page 4

E       arly in September Reid Brown, Ken Calkin, Lew 
Frazer, Ron Nagao, Dan (friend of Lew’s) and I met at 
Hogback Cabin in the Lolo National Forest outside of 
Missoula, Montana to fish Rock Creek.  Rock Creek is a 
valley stream that flows out of the Sapphire Mountains and 
enters the Clark Fork near I-90 and the stream’s elevation is 
near the 5,000 feet mark.  The short story is:  we all landed 
trout and ate very well (thanks to Lew) and the fishing was 
very good.  We landed cutthroat, rainbow, cut-bows, brook,  
brown trout and white fish.  I don’t think any from our 
group landed a bull trout.  I landed all but one trout on dry 
flies and I used hoppers, caddis, rusty spinners and 
mahogany duns.  If you plan to fish in the southwest 
Montana or the Yellowstone area always tie or buy rusty 
spinners and mahogany duns (and hoppers if in season).   
Ken, Lew, Ron and Dan flew back to Athens after six days 
at Rock Creek, but Reid and I drove down to Yellowstone 
Park.
    Reid and I did very well fishing the Gardner and area 
streams in the northwest corner of the Park but the Lamar 
River valley, in the northeast corner, was tough.  Soda 
Butte, a feeder stream of the Lamar, had very low water.  
The Lamar was low, but still deep and big enough to hold 
trout.  Reid and I landed a few good cutthroat trout each 
on green drakes.  The trout were staging in fast water.  The 
Lamar was clear and the fish had been pounded all 
summer and I think many of them had wised up to flies and 
were leader shy.  There was a lot of fishing pressure on the 

Lamar.  All the anglers Reid and I talked with reported very 
few to no trout landed.  A few anglers were going up to the 
Clark River in Wyoming where the fishing pressure was 
less.  Reid and I went up into the Beartooth Mountains and 
fished alpine lakes at 10,000 feet and landed many brook 
trout in the seven to eight inch range and Reid landed a fat 
and big rainbow.  All the fish we caught on dry flies and it 
didn’t seem to matter what the pattern was.
    After the Lamar we drove to West Yellowstone and 
fished the Madison River for two days.  The river was in 
good shape and so were the fish, but I didn’t land many 
trout.  I need someone to tell me how to fish a “Dusty 
Miller” hatch.  Around 5:30 pm each evening an insect that 
looks very much like a white caddis hatches on the 
Madison and the trout feed with a vengeance.  Many trout 
jump out of the water if the insect gets within an inch or 
two of the surface.  I tied on white caddis and nothing.  I 
went to Blue Ribbon Fly Shop and they suggest one fly or 
another and they yielded one vicious strike all the while 
fish continued to rise and jump around me.  If someone 
could design and tie a white fly that could flutter about two 
inches off the surface, it just might be the ticket.  But I did 
see and hear an elk bugle and watched bison stroll in the 
meadow and across the road stopping all traffic in what is 
the famous Yellowstone “buffalo jam”.  Reid and I did fish 
some backcountry streams and I am glad we did not meet 
bears like we did last year….but it is likely they saw us…
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- January -
Monday January 17 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.
Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee

Friday January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous Annual Banquet of
the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Dillard House on Hwy. 441 in Dillard, Georgia @ 5:00 p.m.
www.rabuntu.org for more details

- February - 
Sunday February 9 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Ben Emanuel, River Keeper for Oconee Presentation

Sat/Sun February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class
Sandy Creek Park from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.

See article on page 2 for details

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days
Lawrenceville Bass Pro Shop from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

5900 Sugarloaf Parkway Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Sat/Sun February 19 & 20 - Great Southern Fly Fishing Show
North Atlanta Trade Show Center - Sat: 10-6 | Sun: 10-5

www.northatlantatradecenter.com/fishing.html for details

Monday February 21 - Chapter Leaders Workshop
Rex Hauck, Climate Change Workshop

Monday February 21 - Chapter Meeting
Eastside Locos Bar & Grill @ 7:00 p.m.

Rex Hauck, Climate Change Presentation

Calendar of Events

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their YouTube account:
www.youtube.com/troutunlimitednatl

Visit the North Georgia Trout 
Online message board at:

www.ngto.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
news on their Twitter account:
www.twitter.com/troutunlimited

Follow the National Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.tu.org

Follow National Trout Unlimited 
on their Facebook account: 
www.facebook.com/TroutUnlimited

Follow the Georgia State Council of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.georgiatu.org

Search for the Oconee River 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
on Facebook and follow us.

Follow the Oconee River Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited on their website:

www.orctu.org

Fly Paper is the monthly newsletter of the Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information provided throughout the newsletter is both accurate and up to date. Corrections and 
updates are gladly welcomed, and encouraged to be sent to Editor Cody Ensanian at ensaniantu@gmail.com or  
Chapter President Randy Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com. We hope that you will enjoy and share this newsletter.



           e would like to thank ORCTU for the opportunity to continue this award winning newsletter! We hope 
that everyone enjoys this publication and continues to distribute it to family and friends. We look forward to 
helping ORCTU succeed in producing an informed readership who continues to have a heart for protecting and 
conserving our cold water resources. Be sure to check out the upcoming fishing trips and attend the next meet-
ing on October 15th at 7:00pm at Loco’s on Barnett Shoals Rd. Thank you to everyone who contributed articles 
for this month’s edition of the Fly Paper!
    Here’s to conservation, research and fishing!
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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Brian CarneyOctober Fishing Trips

From The Editors
Your Newsletter... Josh  Seehorn

Laura Braziel

Share Your Voice

Do you have news? Perhaps an 
article or conversation topic you want 

to share with other readers? Fly 
Paper is always seeking stories from 

readers to be featrued in upcoming 
editions. Please send your 
submissions or ideas to: 

orctunewsletter@gmail.com

W

Saturday, October 13 - Toccoa
Depart Athens at 7:00 am       

Fish all day / Dinner as a group
      

Saturday, October 27 - Nantahala DH
Depart Athens at 7:00 am        

Fish all day / Dinner as a group

Both fishing trips will depart at 7:00 am and will end with a post fishing group dinner. 
The departure locations are TBA.

To Be Announced…..November
BREVARD, North Carolina Rockbrook Camp Lodge               

A two night stay with access to many streams! Ten person minimum 

If interested, please email or call Brian at brcarney@bellsouth.net or 706-552-3636

Calendar 

October
13:  Fishing Trip to Toccoa
15:  ORCTU meeting:  Jay Shelton, UGA will speak on brook trout in North GA
20:  ORCTU teaches fly fishing at UGA’s GORP  9:00 am to 4:00pm
27:  Fishing Trip to Nantahala



Conference Report
Rich RuskTU Ashville Conference
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}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

  On Sept. 12 – 16, three ORCTU members – Sam 
Elliot, Jess Jensen-Ryan, and I – attended Trout 
Unlimited’s annual meeting in Asheville, NC. For all 
three of us, this was our first TU annual conference. 
   I thought it was awesome! TU focused with great 
pride on their conservation work -  protect, 
reconnect, restore, sustain. With a riveting power 
point, TU president Chris Wood led off by 
summarizing at least thirty of TU’s most successful 
projects. We really are more than a fishing club.
   “This annual meeting was one of our most 
successful, productive and fun events in recent 
memory,” said Wood. “I’d like to give special 
recognition to the southeastern councils, chapters and 
members who rolled up their sleeves and provided the 
foundation for a great time.” 
   Arriving early, Sam floated the French Broad River 
with a guide and another angler…and caught
smallmouth bass all day long. 
   “Enough to keep us happy,” said Sam, who was 
even happier about the $50 price tag – reduced from 
$350. A baker’s dozen NC trout streams, including 
the Davison, Nantahala and Tuckasegee,  were among 
the offerings that drew TU fly fishers from across the 
nation. Thursday featured a watershed conservation 
tour. Jess and I joined Sam on Friday and Saturday for 
all-day meetings and breakout sessions.  
   The three of us hosted our own session on climate 
change and ORCTU’s experiences in targeting this 
issue. There were multiple sessions (whole group and 

breakout) on fracking, mining, and environmentally 
sound energy policy, as well as chapter and 
organizational development, new initiatives, education 
and youth development, and women’s initiatives.    
   Chapters were again urged to update and amend 
their bylaws, a mandatory chore to remain chartered 
with Trout Unlimited. TU’s National Leadership 
Countil hosted several lengthy sessions, to which 
members freely offered motions and amendments to 
existing policies. The NLC approved the following 
critical focus areas: 1) Pebble Mine 2) Yellowstone 
National Park native fish conservation  3) Gas and oil 
development including, but not limited to, withdrawal, 
distribution, sand mining, and waste management  4) 
Upper Colorado water withdrawal  5) Clean Water Act  
6) State and federal natural resource funding 7) Good 
Samaritan fix via legislation or administration  8) Hard 
rock mining issues. 
   The Friday night banquet honored TU volunteers 
with numerous awards, and a Saturday night banquet 
featured raffles and a silent auction on the usual TU 
fare – fishing tackle, artwork and crafts.
   It was an extraordinary event. The three of us wish 
to thank ORCTU and the Georgia TU State 
Council for paying our $300 conference fees. That 
really helped.

   Rich Rusk, chairman, ORCTU climate change committee
   706-354-0321; 706-202-7802 cell; richrusk@charter.net  
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One year after TU National’s climate change fellow, Scott Laeser, spoke to our 
chapter about projected climate change impacts on North American trout 

and salmon, ORCTU is hosting another climate change speaker and program.  
    Set for 7 p.m., Monday, February 21, Atlanta’s Rex Hauck, an experienced 
presenter trained by The Climate Project, will present an overview of climate 
change – its causes and effects – and how it connects with other issues.  “How 
we get around politics to find common ground is especially important,” said 
Rex, who has presented to diverse audiences throughout the South. A fly fisher 
himself, Rex will discuss projected impacts on North American cold water 
fisheries and fish populations worldwide, the top five challenges to mitigate 
these effects and offer suggestions on what we can do locally. 

    “Our volunteers work hard on advocacy and stream improvements,” wrote ORCTU president Randy Elmore in 
Trout magazine’s winter/2011 issue.  “But we must move with greater urgency on this massive threat (climate change) 
to North American cold water fisheries.”
    With Randy’s words in mind, moving beyond chapter 
meetings, ORCTU’s climate change committee has scheduled 
three community events for Winter/Spring 2011.  At 10 am., 
Tuesday, February 22, Rex will conduct a three hour training 
program for prospective climate change presenters. The 
program will use media from The Climate Project and these 
materials will be available at program’s end. Class size is 
limited to ten persons (if interested, call Rich at 706-202-
7802).   
   That same evening, February 22, the committee will 
host a program called, “Building an Effective Climate Change 
Coalition for Athens.” Set for a University of Georgia site  (to 
be announced), local panelists, drawing upon their organizing 
experiences as environmental/conservation activists in the 
Athens area, will recommend ways to build an effective climate change coalition locally.  They will suggest ways to move 
forward in the absence of strong federal action. ORCTU will end the program by calling for volunteers to establish a 
coalition for collaborative action.  
    Later this Spring, ORCTU’s climate change committee will co-host yet another public program in Athens called, 
“Climate Change for Sportsmen.” Moving beyond fly fishers, using TU National’s collaborative study – Beyond Seasons End 
– with other outdoor sportsmen’s groups as a model, ORCTU organizers will invite other fishing and hunting organizations 
such as Bass Masters and Ducks Unlimited in a collaborative, public program on climate change. 
    “We may widen the focus to include birders, bikers, hikers and backpackers, river people and  nature enthusiasts 
of all types,” said Rich. “Climate change is projected to impact all users.” For further information, call Rich or email 
richrusk@charter.net.

Chapter Activities Continued

Climate Change Committee
Rich Rusk

February Program and Community Events Planned...

Climate Change Committee Chair Rick Rusk.



Bead Head Prince 

Nymph

A very well known nymph pattern. Effective in rivers 
both East and West, the Prince Nymph is not only a 
go to fly but there are endless variations. Try it with a 
flashback, or as a soft hackle, without a bead, etc.

Thread: Black 6/0
Bead: Brass or Tungsten sized for the hook.
Tail: Brown Goose Biots
Body: Peacock Herl
Rib: Gold Wire
Legs: Pheasant tail barbs
Wing: White Goose Biots

1. Put on your gold bead, lay down a thread base to 
the tear of the shank. Tie in your bits for the tail.

2. Tie in the wire and Peacock Herl at the tail.

3. Wrap the herl forward to make a tapered body, then 
bring the wire forward and tie off behind the bead.

4. Tie in the barbs for the legs on either side of the 
body.

5. Tie on the biots for the wing, make a nice collar of 
thread behind the bead to secure and cement.
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