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Upcoming Calendar 
 

January 17 - Chapter Meeting 
January 21 - Rabun Rendezvous 
February 9, - Submissions Due 

February 12 & 13 - Fly Tying Class 
February 19 & 20 - BassPro/TU Days 

February 19 & 20 - Great Southern FlyFishing Show 
February 21, 2011 - Climate Change Workshop 

February 21, 2011 - Chapter Meeting 
 

Page 14 for details

Voice of the President

The old year has ended and 
a new one begun; a good 

time for reflection.  At our 
successful December meeting, 
banquet and auction, I made a 
brief presentation on ORCTU’s 
accomplishments in 2009-2010.  
This activity was great because 
we celebrated accomplishments 
and were challenged to set even 
higher goals. The discussion 

painted a graphic picture of ORCTU, and Trout Unlimited, 
in general.
 ORCTU had a lot to celebrate.  Members engaged 
in more than 300 hours working streamside to improve 
habitat.  A chapter donation of $1000 to the Back the Brookie 
Project provided salaries for interns building structures for 
native brook trout on Stover and Chatahoochee creeks.  
Conservation activities were carried out in partnership 
with other GA TU chapters, GA DNR, UGA Fisheries, Sierra 
Club, and others.  Climate Change (CC) received much 
attention in ORCTU during the year.  The committee, under 
Rich Rusk’s leadership, held committee and community 
meetings, presented at another chapter meeting and a 
regional conference, and published an article on ORCTU’s 
CC work in TU’s Trout Magazine.
 ORCTU members were active in the Education arena, 
too.  The chapter contributed $5,000 toward a $25,000 UGA 
endowment for research in cold water fisheries. Trout in the 
Classroom was continued in Laine McGarity’s Hart County 
Middle School Classroom, $450 tuition was provided for a 
youth at Trout Camp, and fly fishing and fly tying classes 
were held at Sandy Creek Park and UGA.
 Most of us are in TU because we fish and one of 
TU’s goals is service to members.  ORCTU held timely and 
informative programs at monthly meetings and sponsored 
regular fishing trips to numerous streams in North Georgia 
and Western North Carolina.   Efforts to increase public 
awareness of TU’s presence and ability to assist fishers were 
made in the local newspaper and through presentations on 
Bass Pro/TU Day.
 ORCTU’s activities cost money and much member 

time and energy went into fundraising and proper 
stewardship of that money.  Monthly raffles produced 
approximately $1000, which went to the UGA endowment 
fund.  The spring Banquet produced the bulk of operating 
funds, with income of $6-$7,000. 
 The engagement of ORCTU in conservation, 
education, service to members, and fund raising produced 
an eventful and successful year in 2009-2010.  With long 
lists of goals generated by members in strategic planning, 
2010-2011 should be an equally exciting and productive 
time.

Randy Elmore

Randy Elmore, ORCTU President, discusses 2010 Chapter 
Accomplishments.

September 2012

Upcoming Calendar
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          RCTU’s Officers and 
Directors worked hard and long 
to find a way to resume our 
newsletter.  Many thanks to Josh 
Seehorn and Laura Braziel for 
publishing this important vehicle 
that reaches our members and 
prospective members in the 
community on the preservation 
and enjoyment of healthy cold 

water watersheds in Georgia.  Also, check out our 
web site ORCTU.org.  The site has been updated and 
rebuilt and hearty thanks goes to Adam Rhinehart for 
this effort. Pete Walton has recently begun managing 
our Facebook page….again thanks to all who helped 
to make these improvements in ORCTU’s 
communications. 
     September 17 meeting will be in two parts.  The 
first part should take only a few minutes and involves 
the election of officers and Board of Directors.  The 
second part will be a presentation by Sam Elliott, Jess 
Jensen-Ryan and Rich Rusk on what they saw and 
learned from the National TU conference in Asheville, 
NC.  I sometimes overlook the fact that ORCTU is part 
of a much larger organization charged to preserve, 
conserve and educate the public on the goal of clean, 
cold water fisheries that support trout, salmon and 
other wildlife, plants and trees. Sam will hold a raffle 
as usual and the proceeds go toward our UGA cold 
water fishery scholarships. We are running low on 
raffle items, so if you have some items (flies, 
novelties etc. and they need not be fishing related) 
please donate those items to Sam.  
    On September 8 ORCTU will host the quarterly GA 
TU Council meeting at Flinchum’s Phoenix (thanks to 
UGA Student Chapter of the American Student 
Fishery Society).  The meeting will run from 9:00 am 
until noon. As a reminder, all ORCTU members are 
invited to take part in our State TU organization.  
     

       Trout fishing has been slow.  Reid and I drove 
to the Smoky Mountain National Park in mid August 
and fished hard for three days and landed a few small 
trout.  The water was low and clear and there was 
not much insect activity.  We used dry flies.  Perhaps 
when the air and water temperatures cool down, trout 
may be more eager to feed than hide.
     September 25 and 27 some ORCTU members 
will teach fly tying at OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute) at River’s Crossing off College Station Road.  
Ken Calkin will take the lead on this effort.  Ken has 
also begun another year of Trout in the Classroom.  
Two area middle school science classes allow 
students to raise trout from fertilized eggs and 
develop them into fry. Near the end of the school year, 
students then release the trout into mountain streams. 
ORCTU buys the fertilized eggs and equipment 
needed to support this project.  The “thank you” notes 
that we have received from the children indicates their 
wonder of watching trout emerge from eggs and then 
releasing these young trout into their natural 
environment.  Time will tell if this work yields another 
John Muir or Rachel Carson.
    Hope to see all of this fall….      

O

September
8: Georgia Council Meeting

17: ORCTU Meeting
15: Fishing Trip in Toccoa

25 & 27: Fly Tying
26: Fishing Trip in Tuckasegee

October
15: ORCTU Meeting

20: ORCTU Teaches Fly Fishing

Details on page 3
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Your Voice 
 

Readers are encouraged and invited 
to submit their own articles and/or 
responses to be featured in upcom-
ing Fly Paper newsletters. You may 
also contact the editor to suggest a 
new idea for future articles; or to 
suggest changes/corrections to the 

newsletter. 
 

To be featured in the current 
monthly newsletter, please submit 

articles/responses by the 10th of the 
given month. Please send your sub-
missions and questions to the editor, 

Cody Ensanian: 
 ensaniantu@gmail.com

Chapter Activities

January ORCTU Program

On Monday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the next Chaper meeting, Ben 
Emmanuel will speak on the duties and responsibilities of Georgia River 

Keepers.  Since 2009 Ben has served as the Oconee River Project Director 
for the Altamaha Riverkeeper organization.  He also works with the Georgia 
River Network.  Ben is an avid river canoeist and birdwatcher, but is open to 
the idea of learning to fish.  He also assisted in assessing the damage caused 
by chemicals that flowed into Trail Creek in Athens after a recent fire at a 
chemical plant burned out of control. The chemicals from the fire and spill 
killed fish and insect life in Trail Creek. Search the Athens Banner Herald 
online for articles about Ben Emanuel and the fire and spills on Trail Creek.

Fly Tying 101 Classes Offered

Beat the winter blues and discover a new hobby by participating in the 
Oconee River Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Fly Tying 101 course at Sandy 

Creek Park. Participants will be exposed to the art of tying flies through 
hands-on practice. Indeed, each student will learn to tie eight very effective 
patterns that are especially productive for trout fishing in North Georgia 
streams. Over the course of two days, Saturday Feb. 12 and Sunday Feb. 
13, from 12 noon to 4 p.m., students will start from scratch by learning 
about the origins of tying flies, the practical roots in entomology, and the 
particular skills needed to tie flies such as the San Juan Worm, the Pheasant 
Tail Nymph, the Woolly Bugger, the Adams, the Flying Ant, the Black Beetle, 

the Parachute Adams, and others. The 
learning environment utilizes advanced 
technology to display on a large screen 
every detailed move of the lead instructor, 
Joshua Trey Barnett. Moreover, additional 
instructors will be out and about in 
the classroom to assist with hands-on 
instruction and to answer individual 
questions. Each student will receive an 
instructional booklet to take home as well 
as a plastic fly box to store their recently 
tied flies in. The cost of the class is 
between $25 and $30. Spaces are limited! 
Only eight students will be permitted 
to attend this two day class. For more 
information, contact Joshua Trey Barnett: 

E-mail: joshuatreybarnett@gmail.com 
Phone: 706-202-7713  (10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily)

}}

Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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 f you have trouble catching trout, you may 
want to try carving one out of wood. At least that’s 
the strategy two more ORCTU members have hit 
upon. While many members have complimented 
me on my fish carvings, Meg Garrison and Joe 
Piekielek are discovering just how easy it is to 
carve beautiful, lifelike trout from chunks of wood. 
With the right tools, it may even be easier than 
catching them. Meg and Joe have joined me in 
my garage every Tuesday evening to learn how to 
carve and paint trout. We start out by choosing a 
picture of the species we want to do and draw an 
outline on a piece of basswood or jelutong. Then, 
after cutting out the blank on a bandsaw, it is just a 
matter of rounding it and carving in the details. 
        The fins are carved separately and glued into 
slots. We should have the finished fish painted by 
Thanksgiving, and ready to release into the water, 
or wall. Meg has chosen to carve a brook trout and 
Joe is doing a rainbow. Anyone who is interested in 
joining us is welcome and can call me at 
706-546-8037 or email kcalkin1@gmail.com.

Wooden Trout
Ken Calkin

I
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Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett

Chapter Activities Continued....

Ken CalkinTie Your Own Flies?
             RCTU will be offering a two day, eight-hour class in fly tying this fall for the OLLI program. 
OLLI stands for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute and is a program offered to retirees through the 
University of Georgia.
         This is a beginning class and all equipment and materials will be provided. We will start with 
basic techniques and progress through more complicated patterns. At the end of the course, each 
participant will have tied 2 each of 8 different fly patterns and be able to catch trout on their very own 
flies. 
         The classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday, September 25 and 27, 2012 from 1:00 to 
5:00 PM at the River’s Crossing Building on College Station Road. If you are a member of OLLI, you 
may register by contacting the OLLI office at 850 College Station Road, by phone 706-542-7715 or 
through the website: www.olli.uga.edu . If you already are an accomplished tier and would like to 
help out, please contact Ken Calkin at kcalkin1@gmail.com.
 While this program is for retirees, we will hopefully be offering the same program in January at 
Sandy Creek for anyone who is interested. 
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The Georgia State Council of TU is conducting their 2011 Dream Fishing 
Trip Raffle. Georgia TU Chapters, including our own ORCTU chapter have 

received raffle tickets to sell. Tickets are $10 each, but there’s more than 
meets the eye when it comes to this raffle. Of course the grand prize is 
what I have my eye on - five days fishing and six nights food and lodging at 
a private cabin in Island Park, Idaho; a float trip on the Madison River; a 9ft 
5wt Winston Boron II-MX custom made fly rod; a Loops reel with Scientific 
Angler line; a fly box and flies (approximately 5 to 7 dozen per box) for the 
trip; and also $1,000 in travel expenses! Not a bad prize to take a $10 chance 
on. However, there are nine runner-up prizes you could win, including a 
custom made TCO fly rod, fly boxes loaded with flies, a guided trip on the 
Chattahoochee, and much more! Again, 
not too shabby for a $10 risk! But here’s 
the real kicker, all ticket proceeds benefit 

the TU Coldwater Conservation and Trout Camp. It’s a win-win situation! Even more 
amazing, is that as a chapter, we could make this a win-win-win event! If our chapter 
sells 100 tickets, the chapter receives $500 of the ticket sales! This is an excellent, 
and easy, fund raising opportunity for the chapter. With that said, I encourage you to 
purchase a ticket or two, and spread the word about the raffle. If you are interested in 
purchasing tickets, please contact Frank Whitaker at fwhitaker@zaxbys.com or Randy 
Elmore at rfelmore@gmail.com.  

News Continued

Georgia State Council
Cody Ensanian

Dream Trip Details 
 

Visit www.georgiatu.org for raffle 
rules, trip details, and a list of 

runner up prizes. Drawing to occur 
at the Georgia Foothills Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited annual banquet in 

Helen, GA in March, 2011. 

TU National

2011 Dream Fishing Trip Raffle

Cody Ensanian

The National Trout Unlimited website is always a great 
resource for TU information. Log on to find out what’s 

going on in watersheds found outside of our backyards. We 
may be able to apply ideas and standards borrowed from other 
successful chapters and organizations. The website is also full 
of other resources and tools, including: press & news releases; 
a variety of blogs; links to TU Twitter and Facebook sites; 
online training sessions; conservation resources; scientific 
reports; and much more! It takes some clicking and browsing, 
but the information is endless.
 Current National TU press release: Trout Unlimited, 
Sitka Conservation Society, and Government Agencies Partner 
to Restore Salmon River in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest. 
Read more online at www.tu.org

} }

O

Calendar 

September/October
September
8:   GA Council Meeting at Flinchum’s Phoenix  9:00am to noon
15: Fishing Trip in Toccoa (Details on Page 4)
17: ORCTU meeting at 7:00 at Locos (1985 Barnett Shoals) 
       Report by Jess, Sam and Rich on the National TU convention in Asheville and Chapter elections
25 & 27:  Fly tying at OLLI 1 to 4pm.  Ken Calkin lead instructor
26: Fishing Trip in Tuckasegee (Details on Page 4)

October
15:  ORCTU meeting:  Jay Shelton, UGA will speak on brook trout in North GA
20:  ORCTU teaches fly fishing at UGA’s GORP  9:00 am to 4:00pm
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Doug Brown

Joshua Barnett
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IT’S TIME…
In the next two weeks we should have enough rain to get the little 
fishes right, so…announcing Member Trips of September 2012.

Saturday September 15 -  Toccoa
Depart ATH at 7:00

Fish all day / Dinner as a group

Wednesday September 26 - Tuckasegee 
Depart ATH at 7:00

Fish all day / Dinner as a group

Both fishing trips will depart from Kroger Eastside at 7 A.M. unless 
otherwise agreed and will end in a post fishing group dinner.

If interested, send an e-mail to Brian at brcarney@bellsouth.net. 

Reviews
Where The Yellowstone Goes

Doug Brown

             rian Carney suggested that ORCTU could view the movie: 
Where The Yellowstone Goes for our monthly fishing trip and it was 
a great idea.  Trout fishing has been slow and the movie theatre was 
air conditioned and the movie was well worth watching.  Yellowstone 
is a documentary about  four people who embark on a thirty day 
drift boat journey down the Yellowstone River beginning just outside 
the Yellowstone National Park (The Park does not allow boats on 
Park rivers) and ending where the Yellowstone meets the Missouri 
River.  The Yellowstone is the longest undammed river in the lower 
48 States.  Along the way we meet people who care about the river 
and we see  animals and birds who live on or near the watershed.  
    This is not a fishing movie, though the adventurers do 
catch trout, carp and bass.  Rather we are presented with the 
reassurance that this beautiful, but fragile place, is part of 
our country.   But will it remain like this for future generations 
given the pressures of population,  need for water, agriculture and 
petroleum? This is not a political movie with an ax to grind, rather 
we see a few young adults share a trip and make  memories that will 
accompany them even through  tough times that may lay ahead.  
         I bought a dvd of Where the Yellowstone Goes.  There may be 
an opportunity to show this to all ORCTU members and friends who 
wish to see it.  Keep an eye on the web site for announcements.

Share Your Voice

Do you have news? Perhaps an 
article or conversation topic you want 

to share with other readers? Fly 
Paper is always seeking stories from 

readers to be featrued in upcoming 
editions. Please send your 
submissions or ideas to: 

orctunewsletter@gmail.com

B



Hares Ear 

Nymph

One of the deadlier nymphs for your box, 
very buggy and easy to tie

Tail: Guard hair from a Hares mask
Ribbing: Gold Wire
Body and Thorax: Hares Ear dubbing
Wing Case: Mottled Turkey feather

1. Cut a pinch of fur from a hares mask in the cheek 
area and remove the fine underfur leaving the longer 
guard hairs. 
2. Tie in at the rear of the shank and tie in the gold 
ribbing wire just in front of the tail.
3. Dub a body in using the Hares Ear dubbing and 
bring the gold wire forward to rib the body.
4. Use a section of turkey feather about one hook gap 
wide for the wing case. You can coat the feather prior 
to use with flex seal or similar. It will hold together 
better and provide more durability.
5. Tie in the feather right in front of your dubbed body.
6. Dub in a thorax 
7. Bring the wing case forward and tie off behind the 
hook eye.
8. Whip finish. I also add some SHAN (Sally Hansen’s 
Hard As Nails) for gloss and to cement the thread.
9. Last but not least use a dubbing brush or some tool 
to pick out fibers underneath the thorax. 

The variations are almost endless, add a gold bead, 
black bead, colored bead, a piece of tinsel for flash…
etc. This fly will catch fish.
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Peter WaltonFly of the Month

	  

	  

	  

	  


